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The Preface. 


to Jaftify my choice of this 
2, which his Jo much! berte 
"authorities to comtwnend t: 1 r 
tber wiſh thit it Bad #05 the / 
* ä an #ecidental 

<- a grounded upon Ide unwerſa 


neglect of it, it now. ſeeming to bi 
2 22 ed. . 


5 ory who 

Ae apes 
A 

2 in 0 her 


attempt therefore: — 7 


av eee N lh aue 2 


very requiring the gate 
e cult inm e 


| oil; am by acce/s of — 
' quires. a glibneſs too, the:more 10 
| — _ the orgs 
We tbo mut 1 ett of this 
ee frame. It often goes uith. 


e —— 
es, all our mere anima facnl. 


es, can thruft our Tomgues into. 
ch diſorders, as oum negſom cam 
1 eaſih nectite. "The due ma. 


gory therefore of. this unruly. 
er mnqy: right; be ecema ; 
me of the gratehoppſleries of i; 3 


om and. versus. iT bis 
lt Ren 1 


' The Preface. 


to learn, had need be early begun 
with. 


4 
k 


3. But e 
* the comtrary liberty bas 
go? 1. a prepoſeJion that men 

on it as a part of their birth- 
right, nay, N rod A iet their 


Tone 2 bn but fludiouſy ſug- 


gefi dinancies to them , and 
2 Do where they Aale 
by this _— — 

jo gener corrupte 

— — bad cau = 
they had not been eee 
Crain A man ſecluded from 
company car have but the Devil 
and Himſelf to tempt ham, but he 
that conver/es has almoſt as ma- 
ny ſnares as he has companions. 
Men barter vices, and, as if each 
had not h of his owngrowth, 
wah 7ranſplant out of his Neighbours 
ne 1*⁵ and that W intended 
70 


ſocinly in this Ay, 


The Preface, 
to culliuate and civilize the 
world, has turn d it into a uiid 
deſert and wilderneſs. 

4. This face of things 1 confeſs 
looks not very promiſing to one. 
200 is to ſolicite'a Reformation. 
But whatever the hopes are I 
am ſure the needs are great e- 
nough to-juſtify the attempt. For 
as.the d > 4.4 is epidemick, ſo it 


is mortal alſa; utterly — fillers 
ith that pure Regin, which 


leads to Life. Me may take Saint 
James's, word for it, Af any man 
ſeem to be religious, and bridleth 
not his tongue, that mans religion 
is vain, Jam. 1. 26. God knows 
we have not much religion among 
us: Tis great pity we fbould fru. 
ftrate the little we have, render 
that utterly inſunificant, which 
at the be amounts to ſo tuttle. 


Let . the aifjiculty and. 
nece/- 


The- Preface. 
neceſſity of the task prev evail with 
us to take time "before ns, not to 
defer this ſo neceſſary 4 Y till 
the night come; or 1 e\that 
the Tongue will ze able id expiate 
as . Ae 20 by a feeble 


Lord haye merey on me at the 
laſt." Tho indeed 'if that were ſup- 


poſable;" nwere but a broken reed 


10 ſruſt to, none knbnwing'? whether 
Be. ball have lime or grace for 
that: He may be ſurpriæ d with 
an Outh, a Blaſphemy, 4 Detra- 
dion in his month: mam have 
Been fo. Nis ſure tbere muſt be a 
dying moment, and how tan any 
man ſecure himſelf, it all not 
be the' ſame with that in which 
he utters thoſe," and his" expiring 
Breath be ſo employ'd? Surè they 
cannot "think that thoſe incanta- 


tions (though helhſh enough) can 


mar them is; © render them 


in. 


The Preface. 
inuvuluerable tu Deaths darts; 
and if . they haue not that or 
ſome other as ridiculous reſerves, 
tis ftrange what ſhould. make 
them run ſuch a: mad adven. 


* 
* 5 9 at, in * % x 

\ . " 43% 4h d » 

Cat [hould be ob 


nr 
. Bus I exped 
jedted, that this luile Agfpicable 
Trac imat propartionable.to.the 
encounter. to which it is hrought, 
that beſades the mundi mau 
ing of thoſe points it dos touab, 
it wholly omits many proper tothe 
Tongue. which et paſſes in ſilence. 
T confeſs there is colaur ed. for 
this obection. Bat I believe of is 
were put to votes, ore would. re. 
ſolve 1 had ſaid {00 much, rather 
than tao little. Shauld I baue em 
larged to the utmoſi.. compaſs of 
this Theme, I ſhould haus made 
the voline of ſo Mrisbting a 7255 
MEI Git that 


hat few wontd bave attempted - 
F: u by /aying 1 7 Jhowld 
have /aid nothing at all to theje 
ibo moſt need it. Mens /tomach 
re generally ſo gucaſie in theſe 
aſes, that tis not ſafe to overload 
hem. Let them try how they can 
lige this; if they can ſo as to 
urn it into kindly nouriſhment, 
hey ill be able to ſupply them- 
lues with the remainder. For 
think I may with Jome conf+- 
ſence affirm, that he that can 
onfine his Tongue within the li- 
ts here preſcrib d, may without 
uch difficulty reſtrain its other 
xcur/ions. All I ſhall beg of the 
Reader is but to come with ſin- 
ere intentions, and then perha 
heſe few ſtones and ſling uſed 
n the name, and with invocation 
7 the Lord of Hoſts, may counter- 
bail the maſſive armour of the 
uncir- 


5 The Preface. 
uncircumciſed Philiſtin. Aud ma 
that God ho" loves to magni 
"his power in weakneſs, gives the 
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Of the Uſe of Speech. 


' 
. 


I, AN at his firſt Creation was 
M ſubſtituted by God as his 

> Vice-gerent, to receive the 
Homage, and enjoy the Services of all 
inferiour beings: nay farther, was en- 
dowd with excellencies fit to main- 
tain the port of ſo vaſt an Empire, Yet 
thoſe yery excellencies, as they quali- 
fy'd him for _ ſo they un _ 
him 


. = 4 


— 


. ws 


2 The Government of the Tongue. 
him for a ſatisfaction or acquieſcence in 
thoſe his Vaſſals: the dignity of his na- 
ture ſet him above the ſociety or con- 
verſe or —— 1 — In — the 
mp of his royalty, amidit | | 
| . —— of creatures, he till . | 
ſolitary. But God, who, knew whatan 
appetite of ſociety he had . in 
him, judged this no agreeahle ſtate for 
him, Je u not meet that man ſhould be a- 
lone, Gen. 2. 18. And as in the univer- 
ſal frame of nature, he ingraffed ſuch an 
abhorrence of vacuity, that all creatures 
do rather ſubmit to a perternatural mo- 
tion than admit it; ſo, in this empty, this 
deſtitute condition of man, he relieved 
him by a miraculous expedient, divided 
him that he might unite him, and made 
_ part of him an aſſociate for the o- 
er. 
2. NE1THER did God take this care 
to provide him a companion merely for 
he intercburſes of ſenſe : had that been 
e ſole aim, there needed no new pro- 
ductions, there were ſenſitive creatures 
enough: the deſign was to entertain his 
nobler principle, his reaſon, with amore 
5 2 conyerle, to aſſigu him an > ar 
w 


boſe intellect as much correſpon 6 
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SECT.I. ' Of the Uſe of Speerb. 3 
with his; as did the outward form, whoſe 
heart, according to Solomeris reſembla 
anſwered his; as in water face anſwer: 
face, Prov, 27. 19. with whom he might 
communicate traffick" and inter- 
change all the notions and fadments of | 
a reaſpnable foul. 
3. Bur tho! chere werechis fm thy 
in their ſublimer part which di — 
them to the moſt intimate union; yet 
there was a cloud of fleſh in the way 
which in their mutual view, nay 
permitted no intelli between them, 
other than by the mediation of ſome or- 
gan Rs to ſoul and 
And to this purpoſe the infinite 
— of God ordained ſpeech; which, 
as it isa ſound reſulting from the modu- 
lation of the air, has moſt affinity tothe 
ſpirit, but as it — uttered hy the tongue, 


S 


rr 


I has immediate ation with the body; 
q and fo is the inſtrument to 

1 a commeree berweenthe rational yet in- 
- viſible powers \ of buen ſouls cloathed 
8 in fleſn. 

3 © Anvienwelaecicifhi to admiro 
the excellency of this contrivance 
have we to applaud the — of 
| WY the benefir. Prom th it is we derive all 


A 2 the 
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the advantages of Society : without this 
men ofthe neareſt neighbourbood would 
have ſignified no more to each other than 
arts and ſciences for the achmmodati- 
on of this liſe had remain d only -arude 
Chaos in their firſt matter, had not ſpeech 
by a mutual comparing of nutions rang- 
ed them into order. By chisit is we can 
give one another notice of gur wants, 
and ſolicite reliefiby this we interchange- 
ably communicate advices, reproafs, con- 
man imbecillity. This ia that which poi- 
ſeſſes us of the moſt valuable hleſſing of 
human liſe, I mean fri „Which 
could no more have been 
amongſt dumb men, than n can between 
pictures and ſtatuas. Nay farther to this 
/ we owe in a great the intereſta 
even of our ſpiritual beings all the oral, 
yea and written revelationg tas of Gods 
will:for had there been no language there 
had been no writing And the we muſt 
not pronounce how far God might ha ve 
evidenced himſelf to mankind by imme- 
date inſpiration of every individual, yet 
we may ſafely reſt in tha Apoſtt les infe- 
rence Rom. 10. 14. 939 


- 


6 The Government of the Tongue. 
s. By what has been ſaid, we may de- 
fine what are the grand uſes of Spee 
viz. the glorifying of God, and the be- 
nefiting of men. And this helps us to 
an infallible teſt by which to try our 
words. For ſince every thing is ſo far ap- 
provable as it anſwers the end of its be- 
ing, what part ſoever of our diſconrſes 
agrees not with the primitive ends of 
Speech will not hold weight in the ba- 
lance of the Sanctuary. It will therefore 
nearly concern us to enter upon this 
ſcrutiny, to bring our words to'this 


touch · ſtone: for tho in our deprayed in 
eſtimate the eloquence of language is 
more regarded then the innocende, tho of 
we think our words vaniſi with the P 
breath that utters them, yet they be- fa 
come records in Gods Court, are laid al 
up in his archives as witneſſes either If > 
for, or againſt us: for he who is truth . 
it ſelf hath told us, that by thy words I fi 
thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou ill It 
ſhalt be condemned, Matt. 12. 37 OO " 
1 HN 0 fr 
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"NEO 
Of the manifold Abuſe' of 
"NT ED 0 


I. A now ſince the origynal de- 
. ſigns of ſpeaking are ſo noble, 
o advantageous, one would be apt to 
conclude no rational creature would be 
tempted to pervert them, ſince tis ſure he 
can ſuſtitute none for them, that can 
equally conduce, either to his honour, or 
intereſt. 1 . 
2. LET experience (that great baffler 
of ſpeculation) aſſures us the thing is too 
* and brings in all Ages matter of 
fact to confute our ſuppoſitions. So lyable 
alas! is ſpeech to be deprav d, that the 
Scripture deſcribes it as the ſource of all 
our other depravation. Original fin came 
firſt out at the mouth by ſpeaking, before 
it entred in by eating. The firſt uſe we 
find Eve to have made of her language 
was to enter parly with the tempter, and 
from that to become a tempter to her 
husband. And immediately upon the fall, 
guilty Adam frames his tongue to a fri- 
volous excuſe, which was much leſs able 
to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


of that accurſed perſon; the holy ſeed was 


8 The Government of the Tongue. 
to cover his fin then the 1 were 
his nakedneſs. And as in the infancy of 
the firſt world, the Tongue had licked 
up the venom of the old Serpent, ſo nei 
ther could the deluge waſh it off in the 
ſecond. No ſooner was that ſmall colon 
(wherewith the depopulated Earth was 
to be replanted) come forth of the Ar 
but we meet with Cham a delator to his 
own father, inviting lis brethren to that 
execrable ſpectacle of their parents na- 
r we. 

3. No x did this only run in the blood 


not totally free from its infection, even 
the Patriarchs themſelves were not ex- 
empt. Abraham us d a repeated colluſion 
in the caſe of his Wife, and expos d his 
own Integrity to preſerve her Chaſtity, 
Bei the Heir of his bleſſing was Son of 

is infirmity alſo, and acted over the ſame 
ſcene upon Rebecca s account. Jacob ob- 
tain d his fathers bleſſing by a flat lye. & 
meon and Levi ſpake not only falſly, but 
inſidiouſly, nay hypocritically, abuſing at 
once their Proſelytes, and their Religion, 
for the effecting their cruel deſigns upon 
the Shechbemates. Moſes tho a man of an un- 
parallel d meekneſs, yet ſpate — 
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SECT. II. Of tha Abmſe of Speech. 9 
with bis lips, Pal. 106. 33. David utter - 
ed a bloody vow againſt Nabai, fpake 
werds ſmoather then oil to Uriab, when he 
had done him one injury, and defignd 
him another. Twere endleſs to reckon up 
thoſe ny — ES Teftament 
ves us e the Tongue: 
ey want there diyers i 2 
tho there is one of ſo much horrour, as ſu- 
perſedes the naming more, I mean that 
of St. Peter in his reiterated his 
Lord, a crime which ( abſtraQed from the 
intention) ſeems worſe than that ab 
das : that traitour own'd his 
ed, Maſter, Maſter, even when he betray yd 
oy Or had 1 — _ 
ongue, he might 

the better Diſciple. N * 
4. Tut are fad inftances, not re- 
corded to patronize the ſin, but to ex- 
cite our — It was a politick infe- 
r — of 
Behold two gs not before 
him, how then ſhall we ſtand? 2 King. 10. 4. 
And we may well apply it to this; ifper- 
ſons of ſo circumſpect a „ have been 
thus overtaken , what ty can t | 
be for our rechleſs olcitancy? if thoſe 
who kept tn; it were with 4 
7 GB. 36 bridle 


10 The Government of the Tongue. as 


bridle, Plal. 39. 1. could not always pre- 
ſerve them innocent, to what guiltsmay 
not our unreſtrain d licentious Tongues 
hurry us? Thoſe which, as the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaketh Pſal. 7 3.9. go thro the world, are in 
that unbounded range very likely to meet 
with him who walks the ſame round, 
Fob. 2. 2. and by him be tuned and ſet to 
his key, be ſcrued and wreſted from their 
proper uſe, and made ſubſervient to his 

vileſt deſigns. h 
5. AND would God this were only a 
probable ſuppoſition. But alas ! experience 
ſupplants the uſe of conjecture in the 
int: we do not only preſume it may 
be ſo, but actually find it is ſo. For amidſt 
the univerſal depravation of our faculties, 
there is none more notorious than that of 
ſpeech. Whither ſhall we turn us to find 
it in its priſtine integrity? Amidſt that 
infinity of words in which we exhauſt our 
breath , how few are there which do at 
all correſpond with the original deſigna- 
tion of ſpeech , nay which do not flatly 
contradict it? To what unholy, uncha- 
ritable purpoſes 1s that uſeful faculty per- 
verted ? That which was meant to ſerve 
as the perfume of the Tabernacle, to ſend 
up the incenſes of (praiſes and prayers, 
now 


SecT. II. Of the Abuſe of Speech. 11 


now exhales in impious vapours, to eclipſe 
if it were poſſible, the Father of Light. 

That which ſhould be the ſtore-houſe of 
elief and refreſhment to our brethren 1s 
become a magazine of all offenſive wea- 
pons againſt them, ſpears and arrows and 
harp ſwords, as the Pſalmiſt often phraſes 
it. We do not only fall by the ſlipperi- 
neſs of our Tongues, but we deliberately 
diſcipline and train them to miſchief. 
We our as our bows for lyes, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks, Ferem. 9. 3. And, in 
a word, what God affirm'd of the old 
world in relation to thoughts 1s too ap- 
plicable to our words, they are evil and 
that continually, Gen. 6. 5. and that which 
was intended for the inſtrument, the aid 
of human Society,is become the diſturber, 

the peſt of- it. | 

6. Ifhall-not attempt a particular diſ- 
cuſſion of all the vices of the Tongue; it 
doth indeed paſs all Geography to draw 
an exact Map of that world of iniquity, as 
St. James calls it, I ſhall only draw the 
greater lines, and diſtribute it into its prin» 
cipal and more eminent par hens 
diſtinguiſhable as they relate to God, our 
Neighbour, and our Selves; in each of 
which 1 ſhall. rather make an eſſay by 
| B 2 way 
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way of inſtance, then attempt an erg 


enumeration or ſurvey. 
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Of Athei/tical Diſcourſe. 


Regin with thoſe which relate to 
God; this poor deſpicable member 


the RE 2 ſuch a gigantick in- 

as even to make war 
with Heaven. Tis true, every diſorder d 
ſpeech doth remotely o, as it is a viola · 
tion of God's law ; but now 1 ſpeak only 
of thole which as it were attack his Per- 
ſon, and immediately fly ia the face of 
Omni In the higheſt rank of theſe 
we may well place all Atheiſtical diſcourſe, 
which is that bold fort of Rebellion, which 


ſtrikes not only at his — but him- 


ſelf. Other Blaſphemies are level d ſome at 
one Attribute, ſome another; but this by a 
more compendious impiety ſhoots at 
his very being, and as if it ſcorn d thoſe 
picce-meal guilts ſets up a fingle monſter 
big enough —— all: for all in- 

feriour 


«<a oa SHU OB ORL EA 


2, Tiuk was whenthe invei 
inſt this would have been tho 
mpertinent ſubject in a Chriſtian Nation, 


. the moſt barbarous people, it 
Huld have conoern'd but ſome few fun- 
gle perſons; no numbers, mach leſs Socie- 
ties of men, have ever excluded the be- 
lief of a Deity. And perhaps it may at 


F 


L 


by their names 
Chriſtians: as if 
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our being of the moſt excellent, moſt ele. Nou 
vated Religion, were bat the preparative 
to our being of none. 
3. 'T 18 indeed deplorable to ſce, how 
the profeſſors of no God begin to vye 
— with all the different perſwaſion: 
in Religion, ſo that Atheiſm ſeems to be 
the gulf that finally ſwallows up all our 
Sects. It has truck on a ſadden into ſuch 
a reputation, that it ſcorns any longer to 
ſculk, and owns. it ſelf more publickly 
than moſt men dare do the cantrary; 
Tis ſet down in the ſeat of the ſcorner, 
and fince it cannot argue,reſglyes to laugh 
all Piety out of countenance ;, and having 
ſeiz'd the Mint, nothing ſhalbpaſs for Wit 
that hath not its ſtamp, and with it there 
is no metal of ſo ba : an alloy, but ſhall 
go current, Every the dulleſt creature 
that can but ſtoutly diſclaim its maker 
has by it ſufficiently — d its title to in- 
genuity; and ſuch meaſures being once 
eſtabliſh'd, no wonder at its ſnoles of Pros 
ſelytes, when ; it gives on the one hand li- 
cence to all ſenſual ordinancies, permits 
them to be as much beaſts as they will, of 
can, and yet tells them on the other, that 
they are the more men for it. Sure tis not 
ſtrange that a hook thus doubly baited 
705 ; ; ſhould 
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ele old catch many. Either of thoſe al- 
tiye rements ſingle, we ſee, has force enough. 
e charms of ſenſuality are fo faſcinat- 
o, that even thoſe who believe another 
orld, and the ſevere revenges that will 
ere attend their luxuries, yet chuſe to 
ke them in preſent with all the diſmal 
yerfions. And then ſure it cannot but 
> very good news to ſuch a one to be 
old, that that after-reckoning is but a 
alſe alarm, and his great willingneſs to 
ave it true will eafily incline him to 
clieve it is ſo. And doubtleſs were athe- 
ſm traced up to its firſt cauſes, this 
vould be found the moſt operative; tis 
o convenient for Fman that will have 
o God to controul or reſtrain him, to 
ave none to puniſh him alſo ; that 


hat utility paſſes into argument, and he 


er Will rather put a cheat upon his-under- 
a- Wtanding by concluding there is no future 
ce Wccount, than leave ſuch a ſting in his 
+ pleaſures, as the remembrance of it muft 


needs prove. This ſeems to be the ori- 
ginal and firſt riſe of this impiety, it being 
impoſſible for any man that. ſees the 
whole, nay but the ſmalleſt part of the 
t MWuniverſe, to doubt of a firſt and ſupreme 
Being, until from the conſciouſneſs = 

is 
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„ 2 
ſtring to its bow we mentio 
ed. Its bold monopolizing af wit. anc 
reaſon compells, as the other invited 
men. This we may indeed call the Devik 
preſs, by which he hath fill d up hia tr 
men are afraid of being nds = 
ly and irrational, in giving — 
to a blind belief of w — 619" not ſee. 


And this bugbear frights them from their 
En Ä 


ſale, 1 Cor. 4. 10. 1 dare appeal 

breaſts of many in this age, whether 

— has not been one of the moſt preva- 
„ 
they as fart took 


is ſoon 
wg thought wits. bes do not ſatisfy 
themſelves with deſerting their 
on, unleſs they revile it alſo; remem- 
bring how themſelves were laugh d out of 
it, . 


| / 
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{o zealous propugners are they of their 
negative Cond, thi they are 1 | 
nately diligent to inſtruct men in it, 
and in all the little ſophiſtries and colours 
for defending it: ſo that he that would 
meaſure their opinions by their induſtry, 
and the remiſneſs of believers, would 
certainly think that the great intereſt of 
Eternity lay wholly on their fide. Vet I 
take not this for any argument of the 
confidence of this perſwaſion, but the 
contrary : for we know they are not the 
ſecure, but the deſperate undertakings, 
wherein men are moſt defirous of part- 
ners, and there is ſomewhat of horrour in 
an uncouth way; which makes men un- 
willing to travel it alone.. | 

5. Tax truth is, tho theſe men ſpeak 
big, and preſcribe as poſitively to their 
Pupils, as if they had ſome counter-reve- 
lation to confute thoſe of Moſes and 
Chriſt, yet were their ſecret thoughts laid 
open, there would ſcarce be found the 
like — 7 * Iwill not oy —— 
reprobate ſenſe ſome particular ons 
may have provoked God to deliver them, 
but in the generality, 1 believe one may 
affirm, that there is ſeldome an infidelity 
fo ſanguine as to _— all fears. _ 

mo 
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moſt bold Theſis, That there is no God, 
no judgement, no hell, is often met with 
an inward tremulous Hypotheſis, What 
if there be? I dare in this remit me to 
themſelves, and challenge (not their con- 
ſciences, who profeſs to have none, but) 
their natural ingenuity to ſay, whether 
they have not ſometimes ſuch damps 
and ſhiverings within them. If they ſhall 
ſay, that theſe are but the reliques of pre- 
poſſeſſion and education, which their 
reaſon ſoon diſſipates, Let me then ask 
them farther, whether they would not 
give a conſiderable ſum to be infallibly 
aſcertained there were no ſuch thing. 
Now no ſenſible man would give a far- 
thing to be ſecured from a thing which 
his reaſon tells him is impoſſible; there- 
fore if they would give any thing (as I 
dare ſay they themſelves cannot deny 
that they would) tis a tacite demonſtra- 
tion that they are not ſo ſure as they pre- 
tend to be. Fr 440 

6. I might here joyn iſſue upon the 
whole, and preſs them with the unreaſon- 
ableneſs, the difingenuouſneſs of em- 
bracing a profeſſion to which their own 
hearts have an inward reluctance, nay 
the imprudence of goyerning their lives 
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by that poſition, which for ought they 
know may be (nay, they actually fear is) 
falſe, and if it be, muſt inevitably im- 
merſe them in endleſs ruin. But I muſt 
remember my defign limits me only to 
the faults of the Tongue, and therefore 
I muſt not follow this Chaſe beyond 
thoſe bounds. I ſhall only extend it to 
my proper ſubject, that of Atheiſtical 
talk, wherein they make as mad an ad- 
venture 4s in any other of their enor- 
mous practices, nay perhaps, in ſome re- 
ſpects a worſe. 

7. IN the firſt place tis to be conſi- 
der d, that if there be a God, He, as well 
as Men, may be provok'd by our words as 
well as deeds. Secondly, 'tis poſlible he 
may be more. Our ill deeds may be done 
upon a vehement impulſe of temptation ; 
ſome profit or pleaſure may tranſport and 
hurry us; and they may at leaſt have this 
alleviation, that we did them to pleaſe 
or advantage our ſelves, not to ſpite 

God. But Atheiſtical words cannot be fo 
palliated : they are arrows directly ſhot 
againſt Heaven, and can come out of no 
quiver but malice; for tis certain there 
never was man that ſaid, there was no 
God, but he wiſhed it firſt, We know 

C2 what 
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what an enhancement our injuries to each 
other receive from their being malicious: 
and ſure they will do ſo much more tb 
God, whole principal demand from us is, 
that we give him our heart. But thirdly, 
this implys a malice of the higheſt ſort. 
Human ſpite is uſually confin d with- 
in ſome bounds, aims ſometimes at the 
goods, ſometimes at the fame, at moſt 
but at the life of our Neighbour; but 
here is an accumulation of all thioſe, 
back d with the moſt prodigious inſo- 
lence. Tis God only that has power of 
annihilation, and we (vile worms) ſeek 
here to ſteal that incommunicable right, 
and retort it upon himſelf, and by an anti- 
ereative power would unmake him WhO 
has made us. Nay kiſtly, by this we have 
not only the utmoſt guilt of ſingle Rebels, 
but we become Ring-leaders'alſo; draw in 
others to that aceurs d aſſoeiation: for tis 
only this liberty of ' diſcourſe that hath 
propagated Atheiſm. The devil might 
perhaps by inward ſuggeſtions have drawn 
in here and there a ſingle Proſelyte; but 
he could never have had ſuch numbers, 
had he not us d ſome às decoys to en- 
ſnare others. 7 
8. AND now let the brisk A. 1 5 
| tie 


= 
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tle conſider, what theſe vutions will 
ount to. Twas good counſel that was 
ven to the Aubenians, vin. to be very ſure 
lp was dead before they ex 
eir joy at his death, leſt they might ſind 
m alive to revenge that haſty triumph. 
nd the like I may give to theſe men: let 
em be very ſure there is no God, be- 
dre they preſume thus to defye him, leſt 
ey find him at laſt aſſert his Being in 
eir deſtruction. Certainly nothing leis 
an a demonſtration can juſtifye the rea- 
dnableneſs of ſuch a daring. And when 
ey can produce that, they liave ſo far 
* nos the comprehenſions of man- 
ind, they may well challenge the liberty 
f their Tongue, and ſay, They are their 
n, who 1 Lord over them, Pfal. 1 2. 4. 
9. BUT till this is done, twere well 
hey would ſoberly ballance the'tazards 
ff this liberty with the gains of it. The 
azards are of the molt dreadful kind, 
he gains of the ſlighteſt: the moſt is 
ut a vain applauſe of Wit for an impious 
eſt, or of reaſon for a deep conſiderer; 
and yet even for that they muſt incroach 
on the devils right too, who is commonly 
the prompter, and therefore if there be 
any credit in it may juſtly W + | 
Indee 
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Indeed tis to be fear d he will at 

=_ the Maſter-wit, when as for thol 
little loans he makes them, he gets the 
Souls in morgage. Would God thi 
would conſider betimes, what a woekt 
rallery that will be, which for ought the 
know may end in gnaſbing of teeth. | 

10. THE next impiety of the Tongr 
is Swearing, that fooliſh fin which pla 
the Platonick to damnation, and coun 
it purely for its ſelf, without any of th 
appendant allurements which other fir 
have: a vice, which for its guilt may j 
ſtify the ſharpeſt, and for its cuſtomarinel 
the frequenteſt invectives which can b 
made againſt it. But it has been aſlaulte 
ſo often by better pens, and has ſhew'( 
it ſelf ſo much proof againſt all Homily 
that it is as needleſs as diſcouraging 
task for me to attempt it. Tis indeed 
thing taken up ſo perfectly without a 
ſenſe, that tis the leſs wonder to find | 
maintain it ſelf upon the ſame principk 
tis founded, and continue in the ſamt 
defyance to reaſon wherein it began. 

11. ALL therefore that I ſhall ſay con 
cerning it, is to expreſs my wonder ho 
it has made a ſhift to twiſt it ſelf with 
the former ſin of Atheiſm, by which, ac- 

U cording 
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rding to all rules of reaſoning it ſeems 
be ſuperſeded: and yet we ſee none 
n God more in their oaths, than thoſe 
at diſavow him in their other diſcourſe. 
ay ſuch men ſwear not only to ſwell 
eir language, and make it ſound more 
Ill and bluſtring, but even when they 
ngulolt deſire to be believ d. What an abſur- 
pla ty of wickedneſs is this? Is there a God 
our {wear by, and is there none to believe 
th, none to pray to? We call it frenzy 
ſin ſee a man fight with a ſhadow, but 
jo rre it is more ſo to invoke it. Why 
ineWen do theſe men of reaſon make ſuch 
1 biÞlemn appeals (for ſuch every oath is) 
lte a mere chimera and phantaſm ? It 
w ould make one think they had ſome 
is ard belief of a Deity, which they 
8 pon ſurprizal thus blurt out: if it argue 
2d Wot this, it does ſomething worſe, and 
comes an evidence how much the ap- 
dearance of a fin recommends it to them, 
hat they thus catch at it, without exa- 
ining how it will conſiſt with another 
hey like better. Theſe are indeed whole- 
ale chapmen to Satan, that do not truck 
and barter one crime for another, but take 
he whole herd: and tho by reaſon of 
heir diſagreeing kinds they are apt to 
gore 
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and worry each other; yet he Rill 
— "Fc. old policy, and will not let 
one Devil caſt out another. A league 
ſhalt be made between the moſt diſcor 
dant fins, and there ſhall be a God, or 
there ſhall be none, according as oppor: 
tunity ferves to provoke him: ſo aflum- 
mg to himſelf a power which even Omni- 
potence diſclaims, the reconciling contra. 
ditions, And he fucceeds in it as far as 
his concern reaches: for tho' he cannot 
folve the repugnancies in reaſon, yet a 
long as he can unite the fins in mens pra- 
ice, he has his deſign; nay has at once 
the gain and the ſport of fooling theſe 
great pretenders to ratiocination. 

12. A third ſort of impious diſcourſe 
there is, which yet is bottom d on the moſt 
Sacred, I mean thoſe profane paraphrs: 
ſes that are uſually made upon the holy 
Text; many making it the ſubject of their 
cavils, and others of their mirth. Some do 
it out of the former atbeiſtiaa principle, 
and I cannot but confeſs they act conſo- 
nantly to themſelves init, for 'tis bat a 
needful artifice for men to diſparage thoſe 
teſtimonies, which they fear may be 
brought againſt them. But there are others 
who not only profeſs a God, but alſo * 
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the ſacred Scripture for his Word, and 
yet uſe it is courſly as the others. And 
theſe, I confeſs, are riddles of profaneneſs, 
that hang, as ſome have pictured Solo- 
mon , between Heaven and Hell, borrow 
the Chriſtians faith, and the Atheifts 
drollery upon it: and tis hard to ſay in 
which they are more in earneſt. It is 
indeed ſcandalous to ſee; to what deſpi- 
cable uſes thoſe holy Oracles are put: ſuch 
as ſhould a Heathen obſerye, he would 
little ſuſpect them to be own'd by us as 
the rule of our Religion, and could ne- 
ther think they were ever meant for any 
tres ke egick: won! thaw, and objects 
tryes his upon objects 
to the mera, another his Rhetorick, and 
quarrels at the phraſe; a third his con- 
trivance, and thinks he could have wo- 
ven the parts with a better contexture; 
never conſidering, that unleſs they could 
confute the divinity of their — 4A all 
theſe accuſations are nothing elſe but di- 
rect blaſphemy, the making God ſuch 4 
one as themſelves, Pſal. 50. 21. and charg- 
ing him with thoſe defects which are 
indeed their own: They want 1 
induſtry to ſound the depth of thoſe ſa- 
cred treaſures, and therefore they my 
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the Scripture as mean and ; and to 
juſtify their own wiſdom, diſpute God's, 
This is as if the mole ſhould complain 
the Sun is dark, becauſe he dwells under 
ground, and ſees not his ſplendour. Men 
are indeed in all 175 apt to ſpeak 


ill of all things they underſtand not, but 
in none more than this Their ignorance 
of local cuſtomes, idioms of language, 
and ſeveral other circumſtances, renders 
them incompetent Judges , (as has been 
excellently evinced by a late Author. ) 
'Twill therefore befit them, either to qua- 
lify themſelves better, or to ſpare their 
criticiſm... But upon the whole, I think 
I may challenge any ingenuous man, to 
produce any writing of that antiquity , 
whoſe phraſe and genius is ſo accommo- 
dated to all ſucceſſions of Ages, Styles 
and ways of addreſs we know grow ob- 
ſolete, and are almoſt antiquated as gar- 
ments: and yet after ſo long a tract of 
time, the Scripture muſt (by conſider- 
ing men) be confeſs d to ſpeak not only 
properly, but often politely and ele- 
gantly tothe preſent Age: agreat argu- 
ment that it is the dictate of him that 
is, The ſame yeſterday , to day, and for 
ever, Heb. 13. 8. | 


13, BUT 
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13. Bur beſides theſe more ſolemn 
traducers, there are a lighter ladicrous 
ſort of profaners, who uſe the Scripture 
as they do odd ends of plays, to fur- 
niſh out their jeſts; cloath all their lit- 
tle impertinent conceits in its language, 
and debaſe it by the mixture of ſuch mi- 
ſerable trifles, as themſelves would be a- 
ſham'd of, were they not — rm and 
inſpirited by that profaneneſs. A Bible- 
phraſe ſerves them in diſcourſe as the 
haut-gouſt do's in dyet, to give a reliſh 
to the moſt infipid tuff, And were it not 
for this magazine, a great many men's 
railery would want ſupplies : for there 
are divers who make a great noiſe of Wit, 
that would be very mute, if this one To- 
pick were barrd them. And indeed it 
ſeems a tacite confeſſion, that they have 
little of their own, when they are fain 
thus to commit Sacriledge to drive on 
the Trade. But ſure tis a pitiful pre- 
tence to ingenuity that can be thus kept 
up, there being little need of any other 
faculty but memory to be able to cap 
Texts. I am ſure ſuch repetitions out of 
other Books would be thought pedan- 
tick and ſilly. How ridiculous would a 
man be, that ſhould always interlard his 
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ents of Horace, or 
Virgil, or the Aphoriſms of Pythagoras, 
or Seneca? Now tis too evident, that 
it is not from any ſuperlative eſteem of 
Sacred Writ, that it is ſo often quoted: 
and why ſhould it then be hw ht a 
ſpecimen a. Wit to do it there, 2 tis 

olly in other inſtances? The truth is, 
tis fo much the reſerve of thoſe who can 
give no better teſtimony of their patts, 
that methinks upon that very {core it 
ſhould be given over by thoſe that can, 
And ſure were it poſſible for any thing 
that is ſo bad to grow unfaſhionable, the 
world has had enough of this to be cloy- 
ed with it: but how fond ſoever men are 
of this divertiſement, twill finally prove 
that mirth Solomon {peaks of, which ends 
in heavineſs, Prov. 14. 13. for certainly 
whether we eſtimate it according to Hy» 


provocation of God. 
' 14. LET any of us but put the caſe in 
our own- perſons: ſuppoſe we had writ- 
ten to a friend, to advertiſe him of 7 
of the greateſt im to hi , 
had given him and exact inſtructi- 
ons, back d them with earneſt exhorta 


tions and conjurings not to neglect his R 
26h own 
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n concern, and laſtly, enforced all 
ith the moſt moving expreſſions of kind- 
fs and tenderneſs to him: ſuppoſe, I 
y, that after all this, the next news 
e ſhould hear of that letter, were to 
ave it put in |Rhime, to be made 
port for the rabble, or at the beſt have 
he moſt eminent phraſes of it pick d out 
nd made a common by-word : I-would 
ain know bow any of us would reſent 
uch a mixture of 1 itude and contu- 
ely. I think I need make no minute 
pplication. The whole delign of the 
ible do's ſufficiently anſwer, nay out- 
go the firſt part of the lel, and God 
nows our vile uſage of it do's too much 
I fear too literally) adapt the latter. 
und if we think the affront too baſe 
or one of us, can we believe God will 
ke it in good part? That were to make 
him not only more ſtupid than any man, 
but as much ſo as the Heathen Idols, that 
have eyes and ſee net: Plal. x15. 5. And 
tis ſure the hi madneſs in the world, 
for any man that believes that there is a 
God, to imagine he will finally fit down 
by ſuch uſage. bee” 

15. BUT if we weigh it in the ſcale of 


Religion, the crime will yet appear more 
heinous, 
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men to receive the reſponſes of their goc 


rude intruſions either of men or beaſts: 


as transfus d a relative ſanity even to 


compoſition. Afterwards when more of i 
the Divine Revelations were committed 
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heinous. Mere natural Piety has taug 


with all poſſible veneration. What ap 
plications had the Delphick Oracle fron 
all parts, and from all ranks of men; 
What confidence had they in its pre 
diction, and what obedience did the) 
pay to its advice? If we look next inte 
the Moſaical Oeconomy, we ſhall. ſex 
with what dreadful ſolemnities that La 
was promulg d, what an aweful reve 
rence was paid to the Mount whence it 
iſſued, how it was fenced from any 


and after it was written in Tables, al 
the whole equipage of the Tabernacle 
was defign'd only for its more decent 
repoſitory; the Ark it ſelf receiving its 
value only from what it had in cuſtody, 
Yea ſuch a hallowing influence had it, 


the meaneſt utenſils, none of which were 
after to be put to common uſes: the very 
perfume was ſo peculiar and ſacred, 
that it was a capital crime to imitate the 


to writing, the Jews were ſuch ſcrupu- 
lous reverers of it, that twas the bufinels 
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the Maſorzes, to number not only 
e ſections and lines, but even the 
ords and letters of the Old Teſtament, - 
dat by that exact calculation they might 
e better ſecure it from any ſurreptitious 
actices. 

16. Ax ſure the New Teftament is 
ot of leſs concern than the old: nay the 
poſtle aſſerts it to be of far greater, and 
zhich we ſhall be more accountable for. 


or if the word ſpoken by Angels were ſted- 
at , „ diſobedi- 
nce received a juſt recompence; how ſhall 
2 op le# ſo great ſalvation , 
phich at the firſt began to be ſpoken to us 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 
them that heard him? Heb. 2. 2, 3. 
And it is in another place the inference 
of the ſame Apoſtle, from the excellency 
df the Goſpel above the Law, that we 
ould ſerve God acceptably with reve- 
ence and godly fear, Heb, 12. 28. And 
ertainly tis but an ill eſſay of that reve- 
ence and godly fear, to uſe that very 
oſpel ſo irreverently and ungodlily as 
men now do. If we paſs from the Apo- 
tolick to the next ſucceeding Ages of the 
Church, we find the primitive Chriſti- 
of Ns looked on their Bibles as their moſt 
| | important 
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important treaſure. Such was the on 
ward reſpects they paid to them, (e 
which the ſtanding up at the m— 
the Goſpel, ſtill in uſe among us, is a fai 
memorial) that the Heathen perſecutc 
made it one part of their examinatio 
of the Chriſtians brought to their tribe 
nals, What thoſe books were which t 
adored while they read them > Such wi 
their intimate eſteem, that they expoſe 
all things elſe to the rapine of their ene 
mies, ſo they might ſecure thoſe volume 
Nor was this only an heroick piece 
zeal in ſome, but indiſpenſably require! 
of all: inſomuch that when in the hea 
of perſecution, they were commanded t 
deliver up their Bibles to be burnt, thy 
Church gave 1 for that ne 
| ceflity of the times, but exhorted me 
rather to deliver up their lives: and tho 
whoſe courage failed them in the 
counter, were not only branded by tht 
infamous name of Traditors, but ſeparate! 
from the Communion of the faithful, and 
not re-admitted till after many years of 
the ſevereſt penance. 
17. 1 have given this brief narration 
with a deſire that the Reader will com 
pare the practice of former times 02 
5 thoile 
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rin, There was COS 
— ores 
* God; and yet we think no con- 

too great for thaſc of the true, The 


them: and we cio gar: 


oy, paid a vene- 
ſacriſic d their lives to 


the caſe with to nan; /I wonder what 
new 
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neu ſtate of felicity hereafter theſe men 
have fancied to themſelves : for ſure 
they cannot think theſe retrograde ſt 
can ever bring them ſo much as to 
heathens Elyſium, much leſs the Chriſty 
ans Heaven, Ls 6140 1, 
18. Ir will therefore concern thoſe 
who do not quite renounce their claim to 
that Heaven, to conſider ſoberly, how 
inconſiſtent their practice is with thoſe 
hopes. A man may have a great Eſtate 
convey d to him; but if he will madly 
burn, or childiſhly make paper kites of 
his deeds, he forfeits his title with his 
evidence, and thoſe certainly that deal 
ſo with the conveyances of their eternal 
inheritance , will not ſpeed better, If 
they will thus dally and play with them, 
God will be as little in earneſt in the per- 

formance, as they are in the 
of the promiſes; nay he will take his turn 
of mocking too, and when their Scene 
of mirth is over, his will begin. A dread- 
ful menace of this we have, Prov. 1, 24, 
which deſerves to be ſet down at large, 
Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed , 1 
have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded : but ye have ſet at nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my r 5 
2 1 alſo 
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alſo will laugh at calamity, I will 
1 when your 2 When your 
zar cometh as deſolation, and your deſtru- 
don cometh as a whirlwind : when diſtreſs 
4 call upon me, but I will not anſwer, 
nd me. Would God 1 could as well 
tranſcribe this Text into Mens hearts, 
and there would need no more to ſe- 
cure the whole Canon of Scripture from 
their profanation. Could men but look 

a little before them, and apprehend how 
in the days of their diſtreſs and agony, 
they will gaſp for thoſe comforts which 
they now turn into ridicule; they would 
not thus madly defeat themſelves, cut 
off their beſt and only reſerve, and with 
a pitiful contempt; caſt away thoſe Cor- 
dials, which will then be the only 7 
port of their fainting Spirits. As for 
thoſe who deride Scripture upon Athe- 
;/tical grounds, all I ſhall ſay is to refer 
them to what I have ſaid in the beginning 
of this Section ; they had need be very 
well aſſured that foundation be not ſan- 
dy: for if it be, this reproaching Gods 
Word will be a conſiderable addition to 
the guilt of — hoſtility, _ 
2 W 
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how jolly ſoever they ſeem at preſent, it 
may Lo hes has queſtion they are io 
willing to take for d is by death 
drawing near 3 — of their 
confidence will retire, and leave them 
in an amazed ex tion. of ſomewhat, 
which they are ſure cannot be for 
them, who have ſo ill provided for at, 
Then perhaps their merry vein will fail 
| _ and not their anfidelity, but their 

pair may them from invocati 
that Power de Me long derided 

e 
ome : for as , ©: tive 
wickedneſs, has uſually — aſpect, 
when it ſtands in the ſnadow of Death, 
than in the dazling beams of Health and 
— — It would therefore be wiſdom 
ore hand to draw it out of this deceit 
ful light, and by ſober ſerious thoughts 
lace it as near as may be in thoſe circum 
ces in which twill then appear: and 
then ſure to hearts that are not wholly 
petrify'd "twill ſeem ſafer to own a God 
early and upon choice, thandate and upon 
compul ou. 
39. How EVER, i they will not yield 
themſelves Homagers, yet the mere po- 
ſibility of their beg in the wrong, ſhould 
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ethinks perſwade them at leaſt to be 
il Adverſaries. A generous man will 
dt purſue even a falling Enemy with re- 
lings and reproach, much leſs will a 
= man _ — —— who N the 
ro ty of revenging it: it bei 

An maxim, — 
plly than for a man to let his Tongue 
tray him to miſchief. Let it there 
in this caſe at leaſt ſtand neuter, that 
by their words they be not juſtify'd, 
et by their words they may not be con- 
_ They. 2 ber loſers by it ; 
or at the utmor, tis keeping in a 
ittle unſay h 2 
o God to be offended with it) is yet 
auſeous to all thoſe men who believe 
here is one. To thoſe indeed who have 
a zeal for their Faith, there can be no 
diſcourſe ſo intolerable, ſo disobliging: 
It 7 — _ — ing, 
nd perpetual diſputes. Egyptians 
were ſo zealous 2 brutiſh deities, 
that. Moſes preſum d the Iſraelites ſacri- 
— of thoſe beaſts they ador d muſt 
needs ſet them in an uproar, Exod. 8. 26. 
And ſure thoſe who do acknowledge a Di- 
vine Power, cannot contentedly ſit by to 
hear him blaſphem d. Tis true, there 

are 
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are ſome ſo cool, that they are of the 
ſame mind for God, that Gideon s fathe 
was for Baal, Judg. 6. 31. Let him pl 

for himſelf, they will not appear in his de 
fence; yet even theſe have a ſecret cor 
ſciouſneſs, that they ought to do ſo, and 
therefore have ſome uneaſineſs in being 
put to the Teſt : ſo that it cannot be 4 
pleaſant entertainment even for them 
And therefore thoſe who have no fear « 
God to reſtrain them, ſhould methinks 
unleſs they be perfectly of the temper o 
the unjuſt Lake 18. a. in reſpect of 
men, abſtain from all ſorts of impious diſ- 
courſe ; and at leaſt be Civil, tho they 
will not be Pious. | 2c] F.0 
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r. IV. Of Dara. I 39 
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SECT. IV. 
Of DetraGion. 


E have ſeen in the laſt Section 
the inſolence of the Tongue 
towards God; and ſure we 
nnot expect it ſhould pay more reve- 
ence to men. If there be thoſe that dare 
Fretch thetr mouths againſt heaven, Pſal. 73. 
9. we are not to wonder if there be more 
that will ſboot their arrows, even. bitter 
words, againſt the beſt on earth, Pſal. 64. 
3.1 ſhall not attempt to ranſack the whole 
quiver, by ſhewing every particular ſort 
of verbal injuries which relate to our 
neighbours, but rather chuſe out ſome few 
F 2 ＋ op fog > mf of 
» Wtheir guilt, or the frequency of their pra- 
* ice os the moſt eminent. I begin 
with Detraction, in which both thoſe, 
qualities concur: for as in ſome inſtan- 

ces tis one of the higheſt fins, ſo in the 
general 'tis certainly one of the moſt 
common , and by being ſo becomes in- 
ſenſüble. 


— 
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ſenſible. This vice (above all other 
' ſeems to have maintained not only it 
empire, but its reputation too, Me 
are not yet convinced heartily that it 
a fin, or if any, not of ſo deep a dp 
or ſo wide an extent as indeed it 

They have, if not falſe, yet imperfect nc 

tions of it, and by not knowing how fi | 
its circle reaches, do often like you 
— 1 ſtep beyond the limits of thei 


ty 
Tuis I am the apter to believe, be 
cauſe I fee ſome degree of this nnen 
to thoſe, who have eminently cc 
all other exorbitancies of the Te N 
Many who would ſtartle at an Oath; 
whoſe ſtomachs as well as conſcienoes te 
coil at an obſcenity, do yet _ ibly 
into a DetreZz; which ye 
—_ otherwiſe 3 
ould not do frequently and habitually, 


had not their eaſy thoughts of the guit 
{ſmoothed the way to it. 

Ir may „ unkind ft 
tempt, to try to diſ-entangle from 
ſnare by diſplaying it ; ſhewing the whole 
contexture of the fn , how tis woven 
with threds of different ſtzes, yet che 
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41 
nd intrap us. And alas! if Satan fetter 
tis indifferent to him whether it be 
by a cable ar a hair. Nay perhaps the 
The finer his line is ſpun, the leſs ſhadow 
t caſts, and/is-leſs apt to fright us from 
ne hook: and tho there be much odds 
id, yer thoſe grains may be accumu- 
lated till they out- weigh the talent. It 
was a good reply of Platos to one 
who murmut d at his reproving him for 
a {mall matter, Cuſtame ſays he, = no 
mall matter. And indeed ſuppoſing any 
fin were ſo ſmall as we are willing to 
fancy moſt, yet an indalgent habit even 
r 
ing per fertiy oppoute to 
the love of God, which better can con- 
fit with the indeliberate commiſſions of 
many ſins, than with an allowed perſiſt- 
ance in anyone. | 
Bor in this matter af Derractiom I 
cannot yield that any is ſmall, ſave only 
comparatively with ſome other of the 
ſame kind which is greater: for abſa- 
lately conſidered, there is even in the 
very loweſt degrees of it a flat contra- 
diction to RE rule of Charity, 


the 
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the loving our Neighbour as our ſel ves 
And a 1 that which at once yiolate 
the ſum of the whole ſecond- Table 
of the Law (for ſo our Saviour renden 
it, Matt. 22. 40. ) muſt be look d on as no 
trifling inconſiderable guilt. To evi 
dence this I ſhall in the Anatomizing 
this fin apply this rule to every part of 
it: firſt conſider it in groſs, in its en- 
tire body, and after deſcend to its rn 
limbs. 

1. DETRXAGT1ON in the native im- 
portance of the word fignifles the 
withdrawing or taking off from a thing 
And as it is apply d to reputation, it de 
= the im 2 or leſſening a man 

int of rendring him leſs vs 
bs and eſteemed by others, which is the 
final aim of Derraction, tho purſued by 
various means. 

2, Tas is juſtly look d on as one d 
the moſt unkind deſigns one man can 
have upon another, there being im- 
planted in mans nature a 
tenderneſs of reputation; and to be care- 
leſs of it is look d on as a mark of a de- 
generous mind. On which account Salm 
in his laws. preſumes, that he that will 
ſell his own fame, will alſo fell W 
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and i thao" be" any pre think on they 
2 1 Phil. 4. 8. 

AN p eceondingly pony” men have 
in 2 eſtimate ranked their names in 
the next degree to their Souls p preferrd 
them before goods or life. "Indeed," tis 
that which gives us an inferiour fort of 
immortality, and makes us even in this 
world ſurvive our ſelves. This part of 
us alone continues verdant in the grave, 
and yields a perfame when we are 
and rottenneſs : the conſideration where- 
of hath ſo prevail d with the more gene- 
rous Heathens, that they have cheerfully 
quitted life in contemplation of it. * 
Fpaminondus alacriouſly expired, in 
fidence that he left behiad him a 
petual memory of the Victories be 


i 


atchiev'd for his Country, Brutus ſo 
courted the fame of a Patriot, that he 
brake thro all the obſtacles of gratitude 


and humanity to attain it; he 
bore the defeat of his 
plation of the glory of it. Twere endleſs 
to recount the ſtories of the Dis 
and Curtis, with the train of thoſe noble 
Heroes, who, in behalf of their Countries 
devoted themſelves to certain death. +” 
5. Bur we need no forreign medium. 

a to 


in contem. 


=" of Detraftion, 11 4 


o diſcover the value of a good name: 
et every man weigh it but in his own 
cales, retire to his breaſt, and there re- 
ect on that impatience he has when his 
den repute is invaded. To what dan- 
gers, to what guilts do's ſometimes the 
mere fancy of a reproach hurry men ? It 
nakes them —— forfeit that virtue 
om whence true reputation iPrings, 
and like ſp's dog loſe the Freda by 
oo greedily catching at the ſhadow: an 
agable proof how great a price they 
ſet upon their fame. een 5 
6. AND then, fince reaſon ſets it at 
ſo high a rate, and paſſion at an higher, 
we may conclude the violating this in- 
tereſt one of the greateſt injuries in hu- 
man Commerce; ſuch as is reſented not 
only by the raſh, but the ſober : ſo that 
we muſt pick out only blocks and ſtones, 
the ſtupid and inſenſible of man- 
kind, if we think we can inflit this 
wound without an afflictive ſmart, And 
tho" the power of Chriſtianity. do's in 
ſome ſo moderate this reſentment, that 
none of theſe blows ſhall recoyl, no de- 
gree of revenge be attempted; yet that 
do's not at all juſtify or excuſe the in- 
flicter. It may indeed be ah uſeful m_ 
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of the patience, and meekneſs of the de 
famed, yet the defamer has not the le 
either of crime or danger: not of criti 
for that is rather enhanced than abate 
by the goodneſs of the perſon injur d 
nor of danger, fince God is the mon 
immediate avenger of thoſe who attemꝑ 
not to be their own. - But if the injt 
meet not with this meekneſs (as in thi 
vindictive Age it is manifold odds it wi 
not) it then acquires another accum 
tive guilt, ſtands anſwerable not on 
for its own poſitive ill, but for all tha 
accidental which it cauſes in the ſufferer 
who by this means is robb'd not, only dl 
his repute, but his innocence. alſo, Dn 
vok d to thoſe unchriſtian returns, whuct 
draw God alſo into the enmity; and 
ſet him at once at War with Heaven an- 
Earth. And tho as to his immediate judge er 
ment, he muſt bear his iniquity, anſwe! 01 
for his impatience; yet as in all Cimil 
Inſurrections the ring- leader is look d oi ap 
with a peculiar ſeyerity, ſo doubtleſ in ſo 
this caſe, the firſt provoker has by hu m. 
ſeniority and primogeniture a double 
portion of the guilt, and may conſe - v. 
quently expect of the puniſhment, ac; ¶ in 
carding to the doom of our Saviour, wy fi 
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to that man by whom the offence cometh, 

tt. 18. 7. 5 | Aa 
7.1NDEED there is ſuch a train of miſe 
hiefs which uſually follow this fin, that 
is ſcarce poſſible to make a full eſtimate 
fits malignity. 'Tis one of the grand in- 
endiaries which diſturbs the peace of the 
rorld, and has a great ſhare in moſt of 
ts quarrels. For could we examine all the 
euds which harraſs perſons, families, nay 
ometimes nations too, we ſhould find the 
breater part take their riſe from injurious 
eproachful words,and that for one which 
s commenced , upon the intuition of any 
eal conſiderable intereſt there are many 
hich owe their being to this licentiouſ- 
eſs of the Ton G 3 
8. Ix rd therefore of its proper 
zuilt, and all thoſe remoter fins ab mi- 
eries which enſue it, tis every mans great 
oncern to watch over himſelf. Neither Is 
it leſs in reſpect both of that univerſal 
aptneſs we have to this fin, and its being 
ſo perpetually at hand; that for others we 
muſt attend occaſions and convenient ſea- 
ſons, but the opportunities of this are al- 
"E ways ready: 1 can do my Neighbour this 
injury, when I can do him no other. Be- 
ſides the multitude of object do propor- 
tionably 
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tionably multiply both the poſlibilitic 
and incitations ; and the objects herea 
as numerous, as there are perſons in th 
world 1 either know, or have heard d 
For tho ſome ſort of Detraitins ſee 
confined to thoſe to whom we bear part 
cular malice, yet there are other kinds 
it more ranging, which fly indifferen 
at all. Laſtly, this fin has the aid almoſt « 
uniyerſal example, which is an adyantag 
beyond all the others; there being icarc 
any inſinuation ſo irreſiſtible as ) 
ice of thoſe with whom we converk 
and no ſubject of converſe ſo common 
the defaming our Neighbours. 

9. SINCE then the is ſo lips 
ry, it had not need be dark too. Let 
then take in the beſt light we can, and at 
tentively view this in its ſeve 
branches, that by a diſtinct diſcovery « 
the divers acts and degrees of it we m 
the better be arm dagainft them all. 


SECT 
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Of Lying Defamation. 


I, ETRACTION eng {26 
- we have already ſaid) _ en- 
ing and impairing a man in his reput 
— may 5 that what — 
duces to that end is properly a Detracti- 
on. I fhall begin with that which is 
moſt eminent, the ſpreading of Defama- 
try FTheſe may be of two kinds, 
either falſe, or true; which tho they ſeem 
to be of very different complexions, yet 
may ſpring from the ſame ſtock, and drive 
at the ſame deſign. Let us firſt confider of 
the falſe. 
z. AN p this admits of various cir- 
cumſtances. Sometimes a man invents a 
perfect falſity of another: ſometimes he 


that do's not invent it, yet reports it, tho' 
he knows it to be falſe: a third fort 
there are, who having not certain know- 


edge whether it be falſe or no, do yet 


diyulge it as an abſolute inty, or at 


*. 


ttranſcribe his copy, we alſo aſſume his 
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leaſt with ſuch artificial inſinuations, as 
may biaſs the hearer on that hand. The 
former of theſe is a crime of ſo high, fo 
difingenuous a nature, that though many 
are vile enough to commit it, none are 
ſo impudent as to avow it. Even in 
this age of inſultin ng vice, when almoſt 
all other wickedneſs appears bare-fac'd, 
this is fain to keep on'the vizard. No 
man will own himſelf a falſe accuſer :' for 
if modeſty does not reſtrain him, yet his 
very malice will ; ſince to confeſs would 
be to defeat his deſign. Indeed it is of 
all other fins the moſt diabolical, it be- 
ing a conjunction of two of Satans mo 
eſſential properties, Malice and Lyi 

We know tis his peculiar title to be 


accuſer of the Mt tus and when we 


nature, intitle our ſelyes to a deſcent 
from him, Ye are of your father the devil 
Joh. 8. 44. We are by it render d a ſort 
of Incubus brats, the infamous progenies 
of the lying ſpirit. It is indeed a fin af ſo 
groſs, ſo formidable a bulk, that there 
needs no help of opticks to render it dif- 
cernible, and therefore I need not fur- 
ther expatiate . 


3. Tu next degree Is not much 
ſhort 
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ſhort of it; what it wants is rather of 
invention than malice : for he that will 
ſo adopt anothers lye ſhews he would 
willingly have been its proper father. It 
do's indeed differ no more than the maker 
of adulterate wares do's from the vender 
of them : and certainly there cannot be 
more' ignominious Trade, than the be- 
ing Huckſters to ſuch vile Merchandize. 
Neither is the fin leſs than the baſeneſs : 
we find the Lover of a lye ranked in an 
equal ang pats of _— with the Maker, 
Fevel. ar. ely he muſt be pre- 
ſum d to 1 2 that can deſcend to be 
the broker to it, help it to pals current in 
the world, 

4. TRE third ſort of Detractor- look 
a little more demurely , and with the 
Woman in the Proverbi, Chap. 30. wipe 
their mouths, and jay they have done no 
wickedneſs. 
the falſity of what they report, and 
their ignorance mult ſerve them as an 
amulet againſt the guilt both of Deceit 
and Malice; but I fear it will do neither. 
For firſt, — they are affectedly 
ignorant: are ſo willing it ſhould 
be true, that —— have not an pted to 


examine it. Bat ſecondly, it dos not 
G 2 ſuffice 
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They o not certainly know 
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ſuffice that I do not know the falfity; 
for to make me a true ſpeaker, tis neceſ 
ſary I know the truth of what I affirm, 
Nay, if the thing were never ſo true, yet if 
I knew it not to be ſo, its truth will not 
ſecure me from being a lyar : and there- 
fore whoever endeavours to have that 
receiy'd for a certainty , which himſelf 
knows not to be ſo, offends againſt truth, 
The utmoſt that can confift with ſincerity 
is to repreſent it to others as doubtful a 
it appears to him. Vet even that, how con- 
ſonant ſoever to Truth, is not ſo to Cha- 
rity. Even doubtful accuſations leave 1 
ſtain behind them, and often prove inde 
lible injuries to the party accusd. How 
much more then do the more poſitive 
and confident aſperſions we have hirher 
to ſpoken of? Let me add only thu 
concerning this _— ow that they are 
greater advancers of Defematory defignt 
than the very firſt contrivers. For thoſe 
upon a conſciouſneſs of their falſeneſ 
are oblig d to prog cautiouſly , tothe 
pick = the cre —— and leaſt — 

885 ons, on whom to impo 
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and dare not them in at 
| all companies for fear of detection; but ¶ th: 
theſe m confidence that the untruth * ho 
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one) lyes not at their door ſpeak it 
ithout any reſtraint in all places, at all 
mes ; and what the others are fain to 
hiſper, they proclaim ; like our new en- 
ine, which pretends to convey a whiſper 
zany Miles off. So that as in the caſe 
f Stealing 'tis proverbially ſaid, that if 
ere were no receivers there would be 
o thieves; ſo in this of Slander, if there 
ere fewer ſpreaders, there would be 
er forgers of Libels: the Manufacture 
ould be diſc 'd, if it had not theſe 
etailers to put off the wares. | 
5 Now to apply theſe practices to 

dur rule of duty, there will need no 
ery cloſe inſpection to diſcern the obli- 
quity, The moſt ſuperſicial glance will 
1dence theſe ſeveral of Slan- 
derers to do what they would not be 
Filling to ſuffer. Who among them can 
de content to be falſely aſperſed ? Nay, 
o far are they from that, that let but the 
ſnadow of their own calumny reflect on 
themſelyes, let any but truly tell them 
that they have falſely accus d others, they 
grow raving and impatient, like a Dog 
at a Looking-glaſs, fiercely combating 
that image which himſelf creates : and 
how ſmoothly ſoever the * 
Iides 
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ſlides from them, the eccho of it grau 
their ears. And indeed tis obſervabl 
that thoſe who make the greateſt havo 
of other mens reputation, are the moin 
nicely tender of their own ; which t 
this fin of Calumny in a moſt diametrioi ge 
oppoſition to the Evangelical precept Min 
loving our netghbour as our ſelves. | Ny 

6. Tuus much is diſcernible even i 
the ſurface of the crime: but if we loc 
deeper. and examine the motives, we lhal 
find the foundation well agrees to tl 
ſuperſtructure; they being uſually one c 
theſe two, Malice or Intereſt. And indee( 
the thing is ſo diſingenuous, ſo con 
ry to the dictates of Humanity as wel 
as Divinity, that I muſt in reverence tc 
our common nature preſume it muſt | 
ſome very forcible impellent, that c 
drive a man ſo far from himſelf, The 
Devil here plays the artiſt : and as the 
fatalleſt poyſons to man are (they ſay 
drawn from Human bodies, ſo here hel 
exſtracts the venom of our iraſcible and 
concupiſcible part, and in it dips thoſe 
os which we thus ſhoot at one ano- 


7. 'T 15 needleſs to harangue ſeyerally 520 
upon each. The world too r 
7 
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ly knows the force of both. Malice is 
xt whirlwind, which has ſhook ſtates 
d families no leſs than private per- 
ns; a paſſion ſo impetuous and preci- 
te, that it often equally involves the 
gent and the Patient; a malicious man 
ing of like violence with thoſe who 
ng in the three children, Dan. 3. con- 
1d by thoſe flames into which he cafts 
hers. As for Intereſt, tis that univer- 
Wl monarch to which all other empires 

e tributaries, to which men ſacrifice 
pt only their conſciences and inno- 
nce, but (what is uſually much dear- 
) their ſenſualities and yices. Thoſe 
hom all the divine either threats or 
wade to mortify, 


omiſes cannot perf; 
ay but reſtrain one luſt ; at Mammon s 

will - diſclaim many, and force 
cir inclinations to comply with their 


utereſt. 77 

8. AND whilſt this fin of Calumny 
as two ſuch potent abettors, we are not 
o wonder at its growth: as long as men 
e malicious and defigning , they will 
de traducing ; thoſe Cyclops will be 
perpetually forging Thunderbolts , a- 
gainſt which no innocence or virtue can 
de proof. And alas ! we daily find too 
great 
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great effect of their induſtry. But thi 
9 forgers of the more ſolen 
deliberate Calumnies, yet this ſporti 
age hath produced another ſort ; the 
being men that defame others by way « 
diyertiſement, invent little tories th 

may find themſelves exerciſe, at 
the Town talk. This, if it muſt paſs fe 
ſport, is ſuch as So/omon deſcribes, Py 
26. 18, 19. As a mad man that caſt 
ferebrands , arrows and death, ſo is he tl 
dererveth his neighbour , and ſaith, am 
J in port? He that ſhoots an arrow i 
jeſt, may kill a man in earneſt; an 
that gives himſelf liberty to play wit 
his neighbours fame may ſoon play i 
away. Moſt men have ſuch an aptne 
to entertain ſiniſter opinions of ott 
that they greedily draw in any ſuggeſtic 
of that kind; and one may as eafily per 
{wade the thirſty earth to refund fs 
ter ſhe has ſuck d into her veins, as then 
to depoſite a prejudice they have ond 
taken ap. Therefore ſuch experiment 
upon fame 


are as as that 
which Alexander is faid to have made e 
the force of Naphtha upon his Page, 
from which he ſcarce eſcaped with life 
Theſe jocular flanders are often as 
miſchie vous 
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miſchievous as thoſe of deeper ; 
and have from the ſlightneſs of the tem- 
ptation an enhancement of guilt. For 
{ure he, that can put ſuch an intereſt of 
his neighbours in ballance with a little fit 
of laughter, ſets it at a lower price than 
he that hopes to enrich or advance him- 
ſelf by it: and tho it paſs among ſome 
for a ſpecimen of wit, yet it really 
liſts them among Solomon's fools, who 
make a mock at ſ, Prov. 14. 9. In the 
mean time fiace Gander is a plant that 
can grow in all foils, ſince the frolick 
humour as well as the moroſe betrays to 
the guilt, ' ho can hope to eſcape this 
ſcourge f the tongus, as the Wiſe man 
calls it, erl. 26. 6. which communicates * 
with all > Perſons of all ranks do mutually 
aſperſe, and are aſperſed : ſo that he who 
would not have his credulity abuſed has 
ſcarce a ſecuter way, than (like that 
Aſtrologer, who -made his Almanack 
ive a tolerable account of the weather 
by a 1 ne _— 
prognoſtibators,) to let his belief run 
ice contre to reports. Tea ſo epi- 
ick is this diſeaſe grown, that even 
religion (at leaſt thoſe parties and fa- 
ions which aſſame chat name) has got 
"0 a taint 
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a taint of it; each ſect or opinion ſeek- 
ing to repreſent its antagoniſt as odious 
as it can. And whilſt they contend for 


ſpeculative truth, they by mutual calum- 


nies forfeit the practick: a thing that 
juſtly excites the grief of good men, to 
ſee that thoſe, who all pretend to the 
ſame Chriſtianity, ſhould only be una- 
nimous in the violating that truth and 
charity it preſcribes, An 
10. AND if theſe be the weapons of 
our ſpiritual warfare, what may we thank 
of the carnal? How are our ſecular ani- 
moſities purſued, when our ſſ 
are thus managed? How eaſily do we 
run down the reputation of. any who 
* ſtand in the way either of our ſpleen 
or avarice ? 1 eps reſolute purity 
had chang d the ſcene of his miſtreſſes 
paſſion, ſhe 2 8 As 2 Do of 
guilt too, and fixes her crime upon hun, 
Cs ng za had mind 
undermine Mp in eſtate, 
firſt practiſes upon his fame in a falſe 
accuſation, 2 Sam. 16. 3. And alas how 
familiarly do we now ſee both theſe ſcenes 
reacted ! Thoſe who will not take vice 
into their boſoms ſhall yet haye it be- 


ſpatter their faces: they who will not run 
| fo 
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to the ſame exceſs of riot muſt expect to 
be evil ſpoken of, 1 Pet. 4. 4. Nay, not 
only Pious men, but Piety it ſelf par- 
takes of the ſame fate, falls under the 
two edg d ſlander both of deceit and fol- 
ly. And if men cannot be permitted 
quietly to enjoy their Piety, much leſs 
will they thoſe things whereof the world 
hath more guſt, I mean ſecular advan- 
tages. There are ſtill crimes to be diſ- 
coverd in the poſſeſſors of honours or 
eſtates, and they wonderfully excite the 
zeal of them who would ſapplant them. 
What artifices are there to make them 
appear unworthy of what they have, 
that others more unworthy may ſucceed 
them? Nor are theſe ſtorms only in the 
upper region, in the higher ranks of 
men; but if we paſs thro all degrees, 
we ſhall find the difference 1s rather in 
the value of the things, than in the means 
of purſuing them. He that pretends to 
the meaneſt office do's as ſtudiouſly diſ- 
parage his competitor, as he that is ri- 
vall d for a kingdom. Nay; even he that 
has but a merry humour to gratify makes 
no ſcruple to do it with the loſs of ano- 
ther mans reputation. | 
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Eternal: and as an unskilful Fencer, whilſt 
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idol? This is indeed the worſhipping our 


6 o The Government of the Tongue. 


11. Tnus do we accommodate every 
petty Temporal intereſt at the coſt of out 


he is purſuing his thruſt, expoſes his bo- 
dy; > whilſt we thus actuate our own 
malice, we abandon our ſelves to Satans, 
receive mortal wounds from him, only 
that we may give a few light ſcratches to 
one another. For as 1 have before faid, 
there is nothing do's more ſecure his title 
to us, than this vice of Calumny, it bear- 
ing his proper impreſa and figure. And 
we may fear Chriſt will one day make 
the ſame judgement of perſons as he did 
of coyn, and award them to him whole 
image and ſuperſcription they bear, Matth. 
22, 20. ; | 

Ia. AND now how great a madnelſs is 
it to make coſtly oblations to ſo vile an 


own imaginations, preferring a - 
cious fiction before a real felicity ; and 
is but faintly reſembled by him, who is 
{aid to have choſen to part with his Bi- 
ſhoprick, rather than burn his Romance. 
Alaſs are there not groſs corporal fins 
enough to ruine us, but muſt we have 
aerial ones too, damn our ſelves with 


Chimeras, and by theſe forgeries of our 


brains 


J 
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ains dream our ſelves to deftruction ! 
13. LET all thoſe then who thus un- 
ppily 2 their inventive faculty, 
ely conſider, how unthriving a trade 
finally like to prove; that all their 
Iſe accuſations of others will rebound 
true ones upon themſelves. It do's of- 
n ſo in this world, where many times 
e moſt clandeſtine contrivances of this 
nd meet with detection. Or if they 
ould ha to keep on the diſguiſe 
” yet twill infallibly be torn of at 
great day of manifeſtation, when be- 
— God, ng and Men, they wall 

render d infinitely more vile, than 
* poſſible for them _ to make 
thers, 
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SECT. VI. 
O Uncharitable Truth. 


1. IN the next place we are to conſid 
of the other branch of Defamate 
reports, viʒ. ſuch as are true: which th 
they muſt beconfeſsd to be of a low 
form of guilt than the former, yet as tot! 
kind, they equally agree in the defini 
tion of Detraction, ſince tis poſſible to it 
pair a mans credit by true reports 
well as by falſe. 
2. To clear this I ſhall firſt obſern 
that altho every fault hath ſome per 
effects which are coetaneous to the ad 
yet this of Infamy is not ſo: this is a mot 
remote conſequent; that which it imu 
diately depends upon is the publiſhin 
A man may do things which to Gol 
and his own Conſcience render him ab 
minable, and yet keep his reputatic 
with men: but when this ſtifled crime 
breaks out, when his ſecret guilts are 
tected, then, and not till then, he | 
comes infamous: ſo that altho his * 


* 
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that 


material, yet it is the diſcoyery 
he formal cauſe of his Infamy. 
3. Tunis being granted, it follows 
t he that divulges an unknown con- 
led fault ſtands accountable for all the 
aſequences that flow from that divulg- 
but whether accountable as for 
lt muſt be determined by the parti- 
xr circumſtances of the cauſe. ' So that 
e we muſt admit of an exception: for 
every diſcovery of anothers fault be 
the ſtrict natural ſenſe of the word a 
action, yet it will not always be the 
of Detrattion, becauſe in ſome inſtances 
re may ſome higher obligation inter- 
ie, and ſuperſede that we owe to the 
ne of our neighbour ; and in thoſe 
es it may not only be lawful, but ne- 
lary to expoſe him. nn 
4. Now all ſuch caſes I conceive may 
nmarily be reduced to two heads, Ju- 
eand Charity. Firft as to Juſtice: that 
know is a fundamental viftue , and 
that ſhall violate that, to abound in 
other, is as abſurd, as he that under - 
nes the foundation to raiſe the walls. 
e are not to ſteal to give alms, and 
od himſelf hath declared that he hates 
bbery for a burnt - offering: ſo that no 
pretence 
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pretence either of Charity or Piety e 
abſolye us from the duty we owe to 
ſtice. Now it may often fall out, th 
by concealing one mans fault, I may 
injurious to another, nay to a Wit 
community; and then I aſſume the gu 
I conceal, and by the laws both nd 
and man am judged an acceflory. 

5. AND as juſtice to others enfom 
ſo ſometimes juſtice to a mans ſelf 
lows the publiſhi of afault, when 
— intereſt either of fame 
fortune cannot otherwiſe be 
But to make loud qut-cries of injun 
when they tend nothing to the 
of it, is a liberty rather med by 
and impatience, than authorized by 
e | Nay often in that cafe the ct 

lainer is the moſt i injurious 

inflicts more than he fi adi 

lien of ſome trivial right of his whit 
is inyaded , he. outs the other in 
nearer intereſt by wounding him an i 

od name: vo, if the cauſe be ic 

rable and the manner —— 
lies ſure no © , e 
os wrong himſe to wage 

e 

16a: „Nairzss do's Charity: 
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this liberty: for though it be one act of 
Charity to conceal another mans faults, 
yet ſometimes it may be inconſiſtent 
with ſome more important Charity, 
which I owe to a third perſon, or per- 
baps to a multitude; as in thoſe caſes 
wherein publick benefit is concern d. If 
chis were not allowable, no Hiftory 
could lawfully be written, fince if true, 
it cannot but recount the faults of many: 
no evidence could be brought in againſt 
a malefactor: and indeed all diſcipline 
would be ſubverted; which would be ſo 
great a miſchief, that Charity obliges 
to prevent it, what Defamation ſoever 
falls upon the guilty by it. For in ſuch 
inſtances 'tis a true rule, that mercy to 
the evil proves cruelty to the innocent. 
And as in a competition of miſchiefs 
we are to chuſe the leaft; ſo of 3 
the greateſt, and the more extenſive is 
the moſt eligible. 

7. Nax even that Charity, which re- 
llects upon my ſelf, may alſo ſometimes 
ſuperſede that to my neighbour; the rule 
obliging me to love him as, not better 
than, my ſelf. I need not fure ſilently 
aſſent to my own jaſt Defamation for 
fear of proving another a falſe accuſer, 

F I nor 
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nor ſuffer my ſelf to be made a beggar, 
to conceal another mans being a thie 
Tis true in a great inequality of intereſts, 
Charity (whoſe character it is, not 1 
ſeek her own, . 1 Cor. 13. 5.) will prompt 
me to prefer a greater concern 
neighbours before a flight one of my 
own: but in equal circumſtances, L am 
ſure at liberty to be kind firſt to my 
ſelf. If I will recede even from that, I 
may; but that is then to be account- 
ed among the heroick flights of Che 
ity , not her binding and indiſpenſable 
Ws. | 1 73 3 
8. HA viN now ſet the boundaries 
to the excepted caſes; as all inſtances 
within them will be legitimated , ſo a 
without them will (by the known rule 
of exceptions) be precluded, and fal 
under that general duty we owe to ont 
neighbour of tendring his credit; an 
obligation ſo univerſally infringed, that 
tis not, imaginable the ſhoald 
always happen within the excepted cs 
ſes. When tis remembred how unactiye 
the principles of Juſtice: and Charity are 
now grown in the. world, we muſt cer- 
tainly impute ſuch inceſſant effects to 
ſome more yigorous cauſes ; of which it 
n N 
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may not be amiſs — out ſome of 
the moſt obvious, and leave every man 
to examine which of them he ſinds moſt 
operative in himſelf, _ 

9. In the firſt place I may reckon 
de, an humour which as it is always 
mounting, ſo it will make uſe of any 
foot · ſtool towards its riſe. A man, who 
affects an extraordinary ſplendor of re- 

tation, is glad to find any foils to ſet 

im off; and therefore will let no faplt 
nor folly of anothers enjoy the ſhade, 
but brings it into the open light, that 
by that — rw own — 
may appear the brighter. I dare appeal 
to * any Proud man, whether 
he do not upon ſuch occaſions delight 
to make ſome Phariſaical reflections on 
himſelf, whether he be not apt to ſay, I 
am not hike other men, or as thu publican, 
Luke 18. tho probably he leaves out the 
God] thank thee. Now he that cheriſhes 
ſuch reſentments as: theſe in himſelf 
will doubtleſs be willing to propagate 
them to other men; and to that end 
render the blemiſhes of others as viſible 
as he can. But this betrays, a degene- 
rous Spirit, which, from a conſciouſneſs 
that he wants ſolid worth on which to, 
| I 2 bottom 
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bottom a reputation, is fain to found it 
on the ruines of other mens. The true 
Diamond ſparkles: even in the Sun- ſhine: 
tis but a Glow - worm virtue, that owes its 
luſtre to the darkneſs about it. 
10. ANOTHER prompter to Deira. 
tion is. Envy, which ſometimes is par- 
ticular, ſometimes general. He that has 
a pique to another would have him as 
hateful to all mankind as he is to him; 
and therefore as he grieves and repines 
at any thing that may advance his eſti. 
mation, ſo * exults and triumphs when 
any thing occurs which may depreſs it; 
and is uſually very induſtrious to im- 
prove the opportunity, nay has a ſtrange 
ſagacity in hunting it out. No Vul- 
ture do's more quickly ſcent a Carcaſs, 
than an enyious Perſon do's thoſe dead 
flies, which corrupt his Neighbours: oint- 
ment, Ercleſ. 10. 1. the vapour whereof 
his hate, like a ſtrong wind, ſcatters and 
diſperſes far and near. Nor needs he 
any great crime to practiſe on; . every 
little infirmity or paſſion look d on thro! 
his opticks appears a mountainous gui 
He can improve the leaſt ſpeck or freckle 
into a Leproſy, which ſhall over - ij 
the whole man: and a Cloud no big 
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han a mans hand," like that of Eiiſla, 
Kings gy $0. _— in an inſtant, with 


e help o grow to the utter 
arkning . — he brighteſt reputation, and 


orrour. Sometimes this Envy is gene- 
, not conſin d to any mans perſon, 
t diffus d to the whole nature. Some 
mpers there are ſo that they 
ih ill to all, and believe ill of all, like 
mon the Athenian, who profeſt 'him- 
If an univerſal man-bater.. He whoſe 
ilty Conſcience reflects diſmal images 
f himſelf is willing to put the ſame 
ply ſhape upon the whole nature, and 
d conclude that all men are the m_ 
ere they but cloſely inf} A 

erefore vhen he can ſee but the leaſt 
limmering of a fault in any, he takes it 
sa proof of his! Hypotheſls and with 
n enyious joy calls in as many ſpecta- 
ors as he can. Tis certain, there are 
dme in whoſe ears nothing ſounds ſo 
arſh as the commendation of another, 
son the contrary nothing is ſo melo- 
lous as a Defamation; Plutarch gives an 
pt inſtance of this upon Ariſtides s ba- 
uhment, whom when a: mean perſon 
lad propos d to being — — 
what 


* 
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but it ge me to leer eoery 


ous eyes u 


lying at their mercy. 


what di ſpleaſure Ariſtides had done hi 
he reply d, — do I know: ht 


a juſt man. I fear ſome har 
— accuſers now a days may | 
the fame anſwer, No man can be e 
nent for Piety (or indeed but me 
Virtue) but he have 2 inſi 

him watching for hus | 
ing: and if any the leaſt obliquity c 
be eſpy d, he is us d worſe than t 
vileſt M Malefactor; for ſuch are try d 
at one Bar, and know the utmoſt 
their doom; but theſe are arraign d 
every Table, in every Tavern. And 
ſuch variety of Judicatures, chere v. 
be as great variety of Sentences; on 
they commonly concur in this one, 
he is an Hypocrite; and then — 
placency, what triumph ha ve they in fuc 
a diſcovery? There is not half ſo muaphi 
Epicuriſm in any of their more ſtudy 
Luxuries, no ſpectacle affords een! 
much pleaſure, as a bleeding n | 


11. Ax o Tul ſort of Detraf hey 
there are, whoſe deſigns are not er 
black, but are equally mean and ſordiſ vate 
much too light to be put in ballanaſ ſon 
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ith a neighbours Credit. Of thoſe ſome 
ill pick up all the little tories they can 
21 — Lak cry 
nown by t 1 , z Who, 
e rats, ſtill haunt the beſt proviſions. 
eſe men do almoſt come up to a li- 
ral ſenſe of what the FEſalmiſt ſpake 
1 a figurative, Pſalm 14. and eat up peo- 
for bread, tear and worry men in 
heir good names, that themſelyes may 
at. It was a curſe denounced againſt 
's off ſpring, that they ſbould come and 
ouch for | a morſe! of bread, 1 Sam. 2. 
6. But ſuch men court this as a pre- 
erment, and to bring themſelves with- 
n the reach of it, ſtick not to aſſume 
hat vileſt office of common Delators. 
There are others who when they have 
ot the knowledge of another mans 
valault think it an endearing thing to 
hiſper it in the ear of ſome friend or 
onfdent. But ſure if they muſt needs 
criſice ſome ſecret to their friendſhip , 
hey ſhould take Davids rule, and not 
Ver that which them nothing. If 
hey will expreſs their confidence , let 
chem int them with their own pri- 
Nate crimes. That indeed would ſhow 
ſomething of truſt; but thoſe experiment 
| upon 
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upon another mans coſt will hardly cor 
vince any — — * the 
kindneſs. N 


oa Tannen ſtill — — Ire 
trifling ſort of defamers\, who have n 
deliberate deſign which they puſue 
it, yet are aſſiduous in the trade 
the deeper contri vera. Such are tha 
who publiſh their 3 failing 
as they read Gazetts,, only that tl 
may be telling News: an itch where 
with ſome peoples Tongues are f 
over- run, who can as well hold a f 
ing coal in their mouths, as deep an 
thing they think new ; nay will fon 
times run [themſelves out of breath, 
fear left any ſhoald ſerve them as 4h 
maaz did Cuſbi, 2 Sam. 18. 23. and tel 
the tale before them. This is one of the 
moſt childiſh vanities imaginable; an 
ſure men muſt have ſouls of a very lor 
level, that can think it a-commenſurate 
entertainment. Others there are whe 
uſe defamatory diſcourſe, neither ' fot 
the love of news, nor 'defamation , but 
purely for love of talk ; whoſe ſpeect 
like a flowing current bears away indif- 
criminately whatever lies in its way. And 
indeed ſuch inceſſant talkers are uſually 
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people not of depth enough to ſupply 
— ta out of their one ſtore — | 


therefore can let no forreign acceſſion 
paſs by them; no more than the Mill 
which is always going, can afford any 
waters to run waſte, 1 know we ule to 
call way Bay noon wi nr —— ; 
but to impartially, I thi 
we have given them the incloſure of the 
ſcandal, they baye not of the fault, and 
he that ſhall appropriate loquacity to 
women, may-perhaps ſometimes need to 
light Drogenes's candle to ſeek a man: for 
tis le to go into maſculine com- 
pany, where twill be as hard to edge 
in a word, as at a female goſſiping. 
However as to this particular of defa- 
ming, both the Sexes ſeem to be at a 
vie; and I think he were a very cri- 
oor that could determine between 
13. Now leſt this latter fort of defa- - 
mers ſhould be apt to abſolve themſelves, 
as men of harmleſs intentions, 1 ſhall 
deſire them to conſider, that they are 
only more impertinent, not leſs injuri 
ous. For though it be granted, that the 
proud and enyious are to make a di- 
ſtinct account for 1 pride and Envy ; 

| | yet 


Ul 
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yet as far as relates to their neighbour, 


they are equally miſchievous. Anacrem 


that was choaked with a grape-ſtone 
died as ſurely as Julius Ceſar with his 
three and twenty wounds; and a mans 

reputation may be as well foold and 
prattled away, as maliciouſly betray d. 


Nay perhaps more eaſily; for where the 


ſpeaker can leaſt be ſuſpected of deſign, 
the hearer is apter to give him credit: 
this way of inſinuating by familiar dif- 
courſe being like thoſe poiſons that are 
taken in at the pores, which are the moſt 
inſenſibly ſucked in, and which tis 
impoſſible to expel. ä 5 1 
14. Bor we need not diſpute which 
is worſt, fince tis certain all are bad, 
none. of them (or any that hold 
portion with them) being at all able to 
pretend their warrant either from ju- 
{tice or charity, and then what our Sa- 
viour ſays in another caſe will be ap- 
plicable to this, He that « not for us # 
againſt us, Matt. 12. 30. He that in pub- 
liſhing his Neighbours faults acts not 
upon the dictates of juſtice or charity 
acts directly in contradiction to them: 


for where they do not upon ſome par- 


ticular reſpects command, they do im- 
pPlicitliy 
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plicitely and generally forbid all ſuch diſ- 

coveries. | 
15. For firſt, if a fault divulg d be 
of a light nature, the offender cannot 
thereby merit ſo much, as to be made 
a publick diſcourſe. Fame is a tender 
thing, and ſeldom is toſt and bandy d 
without receiving ſome bruiſe, if not a 
crack: for rts we know, like Snow- 
balls, gather ſtill the farther they roul ; 
and when I have once handed it to a- 
nother, how know 1 how he may im- 
prove it? And if he deliver it fo ad- 
vanced to a third, he may give his con- 
tribution alſo to it, and ſo in a ſucceſ- 
ſive tranſmitting, it may grow to ſuch a 
monſtrous bulk, as bears no proportion 
to its original. He muſt be a great 
ſtranger to the world, that has not ex- 
perimentally found the truth of this. 
How many perſons have lain under 
great and heavy ſcandals, which have 
taken their firſt riſe only from ſome in- 
advertence or indiſcretion? Of ſo quick 
a growth is Slander, that the leaſt grain, 
like that of Muſtard ſeed mentioned 
Mate. 13. 32, immediately ſhoots up into 
a Tree, and when it is {o, it can no 
more be reduc d back into its firſt cauſe, 
| K3 than 


D ,., . . .. 


| prohibit the doing thoſe injuries which 
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than a tree can ſhrink into that little ſeed 
from whence it firſt —_ No ruin 
are ſo irreparable as thoſe of Reputa- 
tion ; and therefore he that pulls out but 
one ſtone towards the breach may do 
a greater miſchief than perhaps he in- 
tends; and a greater injuſtice too; for 
by how much the more ſtrictly juſtice 
obliges to reparation in caſe of injuries 
done, ſo much the more ſeverely do's it 


are uncapable of being repair d. In the 
Levitical Law he that knew his Ox was 
apt to gore, and yet kept him not up, 
ſtood reſponſible for any miſchief he 
happened to do, Exodus 21. 29. 1 think 
there is no conſidering man can be ig- 
norant how apt little trivial accuſati- 
ons are to tear and mangle ones Fame; 
and yet if the layiſh talker reſtrain them 
not, he certainly ſtands accountable to 
God, his Neighbour, and his on Con- 
ſcience, for all the danger they pro- 
cure. 
16. Bur if the report concern ſome 
higher and enormous crime, 'tis true, the 
Delinquent may deſerve the leſs pity, 
yet perhaps the er may not 
ſerve the leſs blame; for often = a 
co⸗ 


how i 
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coyery ſerves not to reclaim but en- 
ge _ offender , _ — — 
o farther degrees ot il. M a 

ar of ſhame is one of thoſe natural 
ſtraints, which the Wiſdom of God has 
It upon mankind, and he that once 
mbles, may yet by a check of that 
idle recover again: but when by a 
blick detection he is fallen under that 
tamy he fear d, he will then be apt to 
ſcard all caution, and to think he owes 
mſelf the | utmoſt pleaſures of his vice, 
the price of his Reputation. Nay, per- 
ps he advances farther, and ſets up 
— a reverſt ſort of Fame, by being emi- 
ently wicked : and he, who before was 
t a clandeftine Diſciple, becomes a 
Doctor of impiety. And ſure it were 
etter to let a concealed crime remain in 
will d obſcurity, than by thus rouz- 
ng it from its covert, bring it to ſtand 
t bay, and ſet it ſelf in this open defy- 


nce; eſpecially in this — —.— Age, 


hen vice has ſo many well-wiſhers, that, 


ike a hoping party, they eagerly run in- 
o any that will head them. 


17. Ax o this brings in a third con- 


deration relating to the publick, to 
which the divulging — private (clper 


3 
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ally if they be novel and unuſual) crime 
do's but an ill piece of ſervice. Vice is cor 
tagious, and caſts peſtilential vapouniſ 
and as he, that ſhould bring out a P 
ſick perſon to inform the world of hi 
diſeaſe, would be thought not to hay 
much befriended his neighbourhood; ſo 
he that diſplays theſe vitious Ulcers 
whilſt he ſeeks to defame one, may per- 
haps infect many. We too experimen- 
tally find the force of ill examples. Men 
often take up fins, to which they hare 
no natural propenſion, meerly by way 
of conformity and imitation. But if the 
inſtance -happen in a crime, which more 
ſuits the practice of the hearers, tho it 
cannot be ſaid to ſeduce, yet it may en- 
courage and confirm. them, embolden 
them not only the more frequently to 
act, but even to avow thoſe fins wherein 
they find they ſtand not ſingle, and by dif- 
covering a new acceſſory to their party, 
to invite them the more heartily and oi 
penly to eſpoule it. 
18, THESE are ſuch effects as ſurely 
do not very well correſpond with that ju- 
ſtice and charity we owe either to parti el 

cular perſons, or to mankind in general 
And indeed no better can be * 
| om 
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om a practice which ſo ly con- 
conFWadits the grand rule both of Juſtice 
ad Charity, the doing as we would be 
ane to. That this do's fo, every man 
25 a ready conviction within him, if 
e pleaſe but to conſult his own heart. 
las with what ſolicitude do we ſeek to 
ide our own guilts with falſe dreſſes, 
hat varniſhes have we for them ! There 
re not more arts of diſguifing our Cor- 
oral blemiſhes, than our Moral: and 
et whilſt we thus paint and parget our 
n deformities , we cannot allow any 
e leaſt imperfeAtion of anothers to re- 
ain undetected, but tear off the veil 
om their blaſhing frailties, and not on- 
ex poſe but proclaim them. And can 
ere be a groſſer, a more deteſtable 
rtiality than this? God may ſure in 
is inſtance (as in many others) expo- 
diſ· Nulate with us as he did with frael, Ezek. 
3. Are not your ways unequal > What 
abariſm , what inhumanity is it thus 
treat thoſe of the ſame common na- 
rely Fre with our ſelves, who we cannot 
ju - ut know have the ſame concern to 
ti · reſerve a Reputation, and the fame 
ral. Negret to loſe it, which we have? And 
ted hat ſhame is it, that that Evangelical 
rom precept 
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precept, of doing as we would be d 
to, which met with ſo much reverey 
even from Heathens, that Severn (| 
Emperour preferr d it to all the Man 
of Philoſophers, ſhould be thus conten 
ed and violated by Chriſtians, and ti 
too upon ſuch flight inconſiderable n 
tives as uſually prevail in this caſe of [ 
7 amation? 7140 | | 
19. BUT we are not to 
this fault only in its root as it is 2 
fect of Juſtice and Charity, but ini 
product too, as it is a ſeminary of mc 
injuſtice and uncharitableneſs. Thoſe d 
advantageous reports we make of « 
neighbours are almoſt ſeen to come rout 
for let no man perſwade himſelf, th 

the hearers will keep his counſel 
better than he do's that of the def 
perſon. The ſofteſt whiſper of this ki 
will find others to eccho it, till it reac 
the ears of the party, 4 
perhaps with ſome enhancing circut 
ſtances too, And when tis conſider d be 
unwilling men are tohear of their fault 
tho even in the mildeſt and moſt cha 
able way of admonition, tis. not to 
doubted a publick Defamation will iet 
diſobliging enough to proyoke a (0 
vw , 
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which again begets a rejoynder, and fo 
the -quatrel is carried on with mutual 
recriminations ; all malicious enquiries 
are made into each others manners, and 
thoſe things which perhaps they did in 
cloſets come to be proclaim d upon the 
houſe top: ſo the wild- fire runs round, 
till ſometimes nothing but blood will 
quench it; or if it arrive not to that, 
yet it uſually fixes in irreconcileable 
feud. To this are often owing thoſe di- 
ſtances we'iſee among friends and re- 
lations; this breeds much ſtrangeneſs, 
ſuch animoſities amongſt neighbours, that 
you cannot go to one, but you ſhall 
be entertain n the 
other; nay perttaps yon ſhall loſe both, 
2 you are willing to fide with nei- 
. 267 6 ON) atm WOLY 312TH! 

20. TuESsE ate the uſual conſequen- 
ces of the "liberty of the Tongue: and 
what account can any mai give to him- 
elf, either in chriſtianity or prudence, 
that has let in ſuch a train of miſchiefs, 


wveerly to gratify an impotent childiſh 


Tl great Leg 


humour of telling a tale? Peace was the 
acy Chrift left to his followers, 


and ought to be guarded, tho we- expoſe 


Y for it our greateſt temporal concerns; 
1 L but 
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but cannot without deſpight to rr 


as well as our brethren. be thee prof 


_ 
. YET if we conſider it abſtrack 
edly from thoſe, more. ſolemn /miſchieh 
which attend it, the mere. levity and 
unworthineſs of it ſets it below an in- 
genuous perſon, We generally think ; 
tatler and buſie· body a title of no ſmall 
reproach: yet truly I know not to whom 
it more juſtly, belongs, than to thoſe 
who buſy. themſelves fir in learning, 
and then in publiſhing the faults of . 
thers; an employment — the Apoſtle 
thought a blot , even upon the weaker 
Sex, and thinks the prevention of ſuch 
importance, that he preſcribes them to 
change their whole condition of life; to 
—_ widow-hood (tho a ſtate which 
in other reſpects he much profes, 1G 1 (or, 
7. 8.) into m. — 2 
pole themſelves to the temptation, z Tim 
5. 13, 14. And if their impotence cam 
not afford excuſe for it, what a de- 
baſement is it of mens nobler faculties 
to be thus entertained? The Hiſtorian 
gives it as an ill indication of Domiuian 
temper, that he employ d himſelf in catch- 
ing and tormenting tlies ; and ſure ou 
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fall not under a much better character, 
either for wiſdom or good nature, who 
thus ſnatch up all the little fluttering re- 
ports they can meet with to the prejudice 

of their neighbours. 11 | 
- 22, Bor, beſides the divalging the 
faults of others, there is another branch 
of Detraftion naturally ſpringing from 
this root, and this is Cenſuring and ſe- 
yere Judging of them. We think not 
we have well play d the Hiſtorians, when 
we have told the thing, | unleſs we add 
alſo our remarks, and animadverſions on 
it. And although tis, God knows, bad 
enough to make a naked relation, and 
truſt it to the ſeverity of the hearers; yet 
few can content themſelves with that, 
but muſt give them a ſample of rigour, 
and by the bitterneſs of their own Cen- 
ſure invite them to paſs the like: a pro- 
ceſs contrary to all rules of Law or Equi- 
ty, for the Plaintiff to aſſume the part 
of a Judge. And we may eafily divine 
the fate of that mans fame, that is ſo un- 
duly try d. oo | | 
23-'T 1s indeed fad to ſee how many 
private Tribunals are every where ſet 
up, where we ſcan and judge our Neigh- 
bours actions, but ſcarce ever acquit * 
L 2 e 
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We take up with the moſt incompetent 
witneſſes, nay, often ſuborn our own 
ſurmiſes and jealouſies, that ve may be 
ſure to caſt the unhappy criminal. How 
nicely and ſcrupulouſly do we examine 
every circumſtance, (would God we were 
but half as exact in our on penitential 
inquiſitions) and torture it to make it 
confeſs ſomething which appears not in 
the more goal view of the fact, and 
which perhaps never was in the acton 
intention? In a word, we do, like witches 
with their magical Chymiſtry, extract all 

the venom, and take none of the allay. 
By this means we confound the d 
of ſins, and ſentence deliberate and in- 
deliberate, an habit or an act all at one 
rate, that is commonly at the utmoſt it 
can amount to, even in its worſe ac- 
ception: and ſure this were a moſt cul- 
pable corruption in judgement, could we 
ſnew our Commiſſion to judge our bre- 
thren. TR 5 1 0 
24. Bur here we may every one of 
us interrogate our ſelves in our Saviours 
words, Who made me a judge? Luke 12. 
14. And if he diſclaim d it, who in re- 
ſpect of his Divinity had the Supreme 
right, and that too in a caſe wherein 

N 4 


one 
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one (at leaſt) of the Litigants had de- 
fired his interpoſition, what a boldneſs 
i; it in us to aſſume it, where no ſuch 
appeal is made to us, but on the con- 
tary the party diſowns our Authority ? 
Nay, (which is infinitely more) tis ſu- 
xrieded by our Law- giver in that ex- 
preſs prohibition, Matth. 7. 1. Fudge 
ur, and that back d with a' ſevere pe- 
alty, that ye be not judged. As COd 
ath appointed ven to himſelf, 
ſo has he judicature alſo ; and tis an in- 
yafion of his peculiar, for any (but his 
Delegates the lawful Magiſtrates ) to pre- 
tend to either. And indeed in all pri- 
vate judgement ſo much depends upon 
the intention of the offender, that un- 
ks we could poſſeſs our ſelves of Gods 
Omniſcience ,- twill be as irrational as 
mpious to aſſume his Authority. Until 
ve know mens hearts, we are at the 
beſt but imperfe& judges of their acti- 
ins. At our rate of judging Saint Paul 
tad ſurely paſſed for a moſt malicious 
perſecutor, whereas God ſaw he did it 
Norantiy in unbelief, and upon that in- 
tuition had mercy on him, x Tim. 1. 13. 
Tis therefore good counſel which the 
Apoſtle gives, 1 Cor. 4. 5, Fudge 2 
before 


rr 


ed T2 o =, - 


6 The Government of the Tongue 


before the time until the Lord come. Pot 
tho tis ſaid, the Saints ſhall judge th 
world, x Cor. 6. 2. yet it muſt be at the 
great Aſſize, and he that will needs in- 
crude himſelf into the office before the 
time, will be in danger to be rather paſ 
five than active in the judicatory. I do 
not here adviſe to ſuch a ſtupid charity 
as ſhall make no diſtinction of actiom 
I know there 1s a. woe pronounced a 
well to thoſe who call evil good, as gud 


evil. Surely when we ſee an open no 


torious fin committed, we may expteß 


a deteſtation of the Crime, tho not of 


the Actor; nay, it may ſometimes be af 


neceſſary Charity, both to the offender, 
and to the innocent ſpectators, as an 


Amulet to keep them from the cont+ 


gion of the example. But ſtill even in 
theſe caſes, our ſentence muſt not ei 
ceed the evidence; we muſt judge 
according to the viſible undoubted cir- 
cumſtances, and not a 
upon preſumptions and conjectures; 

we do, how right ſoever our gueſſes may 
be; our judgement is not, but we are, a 


only ſy. 


vate the crime 


Saint James ſpeaks, Judges of evil thought: | 


Chap. 2. 4. | 
25. INDEED this raſh 


jadging is un, 
judg = 
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but it is an [of the greateſt 
When we ſet our- ſelves in the 


re always look down with contempt on 


s nothing do's ſo-gratify , ſo regale an 
haughty humour, as this piece of uſurp 
overaignty over our brethren: but the 
nore it do's ſo, the greater neceſſity there 
s to abſtain from it. Pride is an hardy 
und of yice, that will live upon the 


the moſt induftrious mortifications : how 
— — . erred of pampering 
e it, which we cannot more 

ly do, —— 
— for by that we are ſo perpetually 
aploy'dabroad; that we have no leiſure 
look home-ward, and ſee our own de- 
ts. We are like the Inhabitants of A, 
jv. 8. Dei eta ay einen 8 hs > 
lat we leave our ſelves expos d to the 
imbuſhes of Satan, who will be ſure ftill 
> encourage us in our chaſe, draw us ſtill 


CC 


2 


* 
— 


* 


s not how zealous we are in 1 
gainſt the crimes of others, ſo 


ut keep Wann 
ur o. 
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5 
thoſe at the bar. And certainly there 


bareft paſture; you cannot ſtarve it with 


ther and farther from our ſelves, and 
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26. LAST , this judging othen i 
one of the higheſt violations of Chariy. 
The Apoſtle gives it as one of the 
perties of that grace; that ir as 
evil (i. e.) is not apt to make ſevere co 
ſtructions; but ſets every thing in tb 
faireſt light, puts the moſt candid inter 
pretations that the matter will bear. A 
truly this is of great importance to tie 
reputation of our neighbours. The:worl 
we know is in many inſtances extream- 
ly governed by opinion, but in thii it i 
all in S inflaenc 
upon it, but is that very thing; rep: 
tion being nothing but a: fair! f 
and eſtimation among others. No chi 
opinion is not always ſwayed hy dt 
moti ves; ſometimes: little accident, an 
often fancy, and afteſt pr | 7 
verns in it. So that man times he tha 
pu firſt ill Character fixes thi 
mp, which afterwards goes current i 
— world. — any es. peopk 
take up prejudices (as th do relig gion 
upon truſt: and of thoſe that are mon 
curious of inquiring into the ground 
there are not many who vary oh ibe 
more charitable hand, or bring the com 
mon ſentence to review, with intent ti 
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moderate but enhance it. Men are apt 
to think it ſome. to their 
2 and iuvention, if oy: 2 
pot ſay ſomething as ſharp upon 

ject, as has been {aid before; and ſo tis the 
is of many to lay on more 
but of few to take off; and therefore he, 
that paſſes the firſt condemnatory ſen- 
tence, is like the incendiary in a 
tumult, who is char with all thoſe 
diſorders to which be gave the firſt riſe, 
tho that ſrec not his abettors from their 
ſhare of che gnillt. 
Ne EC oy ns ae: 
In 1ury o O 
is it in refletion on the rule of 
1 we 28 
nel our es, yet 

our love to him have the quite contrary 
effects to that we bear our ſelves? Can 
ſelt· love leſſen our beam into a mote, 
and yet can our love to him magnify 
his mote into a beam? No certainly , true 
Charity is more fincere, dos not turn 
to us 8 2 — — 
to nt our own at a 

yet ſhuffle the other to u when we are 
to view his. No, theſe: are tricks of 
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Legerdemain we read in another ſchool, 
even in his, whoſe ſtile is the accuſer 
the brethren, We know how frequently 
God proteſts againſt falſe weights and 
falſe meaſures. And ſurely 'tis not only in 
the ſhop or market that he abhors them, 
they are no leſs abominable in conyer- 
ſation than in traffick. '' To buy by one 
meaſure and ſell by another is not more 
unequal, than it is to have theſe differing 
ſtandards for our own and our neigh- 
bours faults, that our on ſhall weigh, in 
the prophet Jeremy s phraſe, ligbrer than 
vanity, yea nothing , and yet his (though 
really the lighter) ſhall er Zacharys 
talent f lead, This is a partiali- 
ty, as conſiſts not with common hone- 
ſty, and can therefore never be recon- 
ciled with Chriſtian Charity: and how 
demurely ſoever ſuch men may pretend 
to ſanctity, that interrogation of God 
preſſes hard upon them, ball I count 
them pure with the wicked ballances , and 
with the bag of deceitful wights > Micah 
6. 11. Such bitter invectives againſt other 
mens faults, and indulgence or pallia- 
tion of theit on ſhews their zeal 
lies in their ſpleen, and that they con- 
ſider not ſo much what is done, as 2 


S SF 88 r .. . ß ²˙ . os 


P 
— 
. 


S SCE SSYTESGSSARNASEMCELLCGCCSST TS 


SECT. VI. 'of Uncharitable Truth. * 2 


dot! it: and to ſuch the ſentence of of the 
le is very applicable, Romans 2. 1. 
efore thow art ineucuſable, Fax * * 
e than art that judgeſt, for 


thou rude ft another thou nd ihr gp 45 
; that ame 
a, fo admit * bach gr 


very ſame guilts he cenſures in another, 
yet tis ſure every man has ſame; and 
of what ſort ſoever they be, he defrres 
not they ſhould be rigorouſly ſcann d, 
and therefore by the rule of Charity, 
yea, and too, ought not to do 
that whic be would not ſuffer. If he 
can find extenuations for his own cri mes, 
he is in all reaſon to preſume others may 
have ſo for theirs: the common frailty 
of our nature, as it is apt alike to betray 
us to faults; ſoit gives as equal a ſhare in 
8 and therefore what! I —— 
—— in my ſelf, I can — — 
tolerable Ingenuity give a vorſe 7 to 
in him. on 
28. W have now e boch theſe 
branches of Detra#zon , ſeen. both the 
fin and miſchieſs of them; we may now 
join them in a concluding. ob- 
1 w ich ie, n ate as im- 
M 2 prudent 


„ 


\ 


| life, not eee 


| amp 


turn; fo that none can ſhoot theſe Ar- 
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prudent as they ace unchriſtian. It hay 
receiv d among 5 nr ah 


body; to wh — 
5 dee, Fe, pocket nh 
4. 7 will not ES 


Thive3s ws parking inconſiderable, but 
may at ſome time or other do a dif 


— but in this of ; Defaming men 
need no no tion; eve. 


ry man has his weapons ready fot a 10 


rows, but they muſt they will 1 
vert with a force z not only 
to the violation of Chriſtian Unity (at 
I have before obſerv d) but to the 6p 
flors great ſecular detriment, both in 
and oftentimes imereſt N 
venge is ſharp-ſighted, and overlooks 10 
opportunity of a retaliacion; and [that 
commonly not bounded av the Levitial 
ones were, An eye for an n, 4 toarh fat 
ea ee er ee 
p ns reſtitutions 
— 1, bar extended: to 
utmoft power of the inſlicter. The e. 
les ure innumerable of men who have 
thus laid themſelves open in cheir greateſt 
urig 1 17 concern, 


ct. VI. Of Uncharitable Truth.” g3 
oncerns, and: have let looſe: the Hands 
s well as To of others againſt them, 
beeauſe they woald' pur no re. 
raint upon their ou; — — 
diſcrenony that to them we: may 
ly that of Solomon, fools unh d hu 
ftruftion, and bi bps are the: ſnare N 
Prov; 1% A to vas 5 
29. Anb no who can falficiencly 
coder; that a chat ſo thwarts 
ur intereſt of both worlds, ſhoald come 
irerſally to prevail among us? Let 
t it dos ſo, I may appeal ic che Con- 
iences of moſt, and to the obſervation 
fall, Whar fo common of dif+ 
purſe 18 there, as this of back»bitng 
8 41 As 1 Cor 4 Prone 
j gil ns 
as is the conſtant entertainment; and 
doubt he that at night ſhall c 
5 abl — fpemn | 
be able to ſay, be 

vithout hearing or ſpeaking 8 
oth) ſomewhat bf this kind. Nay, even 
ole who reftrain e e li 
ties, are ofcen apt to indulge to 
s: Many E 2 fo juſt to their 
eighboury: „ thatias Abraham 
ace ſaid, Geneſ., 14. 23. 9 
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— 2 even from a thred to 4 
— as to find themſelves diſco 
at the expence of that, tho 1 we 
greater injury ———————— 
Coffer: which ſhews what falſe meaſure 
we are apt — and evincy 
that many of thoſe, who have not 
ly in ral abjur d the world in the 
Baptiſm, but do in many inſtances ee: 
to themſelves (as well as » others) to ha 
gain d a. ſuperiority over it, do yet i 
this undiſcernably yield it the greate 


of Soveraignty, by eres of thi l 
er de ſtandards and eſtimates of thing 


and taking its cuſtomary preſcripti 
for laws. For what, beſides this unha 
py ſervility to cuſtom, can pollibiy : 
concile men that own: Chriſtianity to 
2 ſo widely diſtant from it? 1 
e, thoſe that — themſelves n 
of. this world, who deſign only th 
portion in this life, may take it ap 
ſometimes conducing (at leaſt ſeeming! 
to their end: but for thoſe who p 
higher hopes to themſelves , and k 
that Charity is one of the main prof 
to thoſe hopes, how fooliſhiy do the 
| undermine themſelves, when they th 


= V. of Oncharialls Tra „ 
Mi againft their principles, and that up- 
no other authority, but that of po- 


ilar uſage? 1 know men are apt to ex- 
uſe themſelyes upon their indignati 


uiinſt vice, and think that their zeal 


ust as well acquit them for this viola- 
eon of the ſecond Table, as it once did 
Doſe: for the breaking both, Exod. 32. 
ws. But to ſuch I may anſwer in Chri 
Words, Luke 9. 55. Ye hum not what 
n Pirit ye are of. Meekneſs and 
harity are the evangelical graces, which 
ill moſt recommend and affimilate us 
"> him, who was meek and lowly in 
Kier. Bat after all this pretext of zeal, - 


ing fear it is but a cheat we put on our 


lves, the Elder brothers raiment only 
"I diſguiſe the Supplanter, Gen. 27. Let 
en truly ranſack their own breaſts, 


to Wl 1 doubt the beſt will find there is 


mething of vanity which lies at the 
ttom, if it be not the poſitive ſort 
tion d before, of ing to illu- 
P Write my ſelf by others blemiſhes, yet 
leaſt the negative, that I am unwil- 
g to incur the contempt incident to 
toſe, who ſcruple at ſmall fins, Beſides 


THY obſerve perhaps, that tis the common 


Witertainment of the world | to defame 
| | their 
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their NE ighbours * 


if I ſtrike nal 
upon the Theme, 1:46 U have n 


to render me company: 
ha 1 ſhall be ed as moro 
dall, 2nd ey Glonce ſhall be canin 


| proceed; not from the abundance one 
Charity, but the defect of my Wii 
| we à more 
ee tne e 
is ſo precarious, that it muſt bn 
ly upon the folly or vice of: ang 


had beſt give over all. tali 
He that has nothing of his own gee 
to ſet before his gueſts, bad Wl 
make no invitations, than dow 
his neighbours incloſare, and frag 
upon his punnder. Beſides | 
an; atteſtation of w is it 10 
to make a diſgraceful relation oF 
ther? No ſcolding woman but ala 
up ſuch Trophies; and they t 
value a man upon ſuch an acou 
prefer the Scarabes, who feed upon dus 
and are remark d by no other p 
before the Bee that ſucks flowers A 
turns hong. 
33. Zur in the nent place 
reſtraint ſhould certainly A: 


- 
. 
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this ſhould be 
"nj rojch, mechia 175557 the ow 
PR: i TK fer 5 5 
? and fore it cannot 


an 
1 fe ftolick 
becauſe 


rares, when inform d of e 


any thing, 


9 5 on it. 


4070 r 
32. Bt chere 


con- 
chat 


yet ie b. co 


eration 1 aa 
U pon. ſugk 'A 


bee bis duty 


ts by 
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tan get a gin point of him, and can 
with no good Logick deny to do Wk in 
others. cickieh: is not the only fin 
in faſhion: Profaneneſs, and Obſcenity, 
and all ſ6rts of luxury re fo too, and 
threaten no_lefs. reproach to thoſe who 
ſcruple atthem, n the ſame Expand 
therefore that he diſcards his Charity 
his neighbour, he may alſd his P 
Modeſty 2 his Temperance, and 
all other Virtues. Abd to ſpeak the truth 
14 8 is not a more fertile womb Gi {5 
than this dread of ill mens reproach. . O 
ther cofruptions muſt be gratify d with 
coſt and induſtry ,. but in this the devil 
bath no farther trouble than to laugh 
men out of their fouls. Soprolifick a vie 
therefote had need be weeded out of 
mens hearts: for if it be allowed the leaſt 
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corner, if it be indu in this one 
18 5 5 e N it n 


Cy 
Hp fear: for th 
been — do's indeed 


eon that Aber We Common eſti- 


ts an ill character upon poo 
edling people. For though the in. 


quiſitiveneſs 
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quiitiveneſs and cori6fity of the bearet 
my ſometimes render ſuch 'diſcourſes 
tefal enough to him, yet it eaves inf 
im no good impreſſions of tie ſpeaker. 
This is well obſer vd by the-fon' of S- 

farb, Eceluſ. 19. $; 9. Whether be to 
fend er foe, talk_ nit of other , luer, 
d if thou canſt without e; reveal them 

wt, for he beard' arid obſers d thee, und 

vben time cometh he will hate thee.” Her 
vord, all conſidering perſons will be e- 

ter upon their guard in ſuch company, 
s foreſeeing that they will talk no leſs 
freely of them, thin'they doof others 
before them. Nor can hy comittonneſs' 
of the guilt obviats'the* cenſure, there 
ting nothing more Fretuent' than for! 
nen to accuſe their o fault in other 
perſons : Vice is lie A Gark Labtern, 
vhich turns its right nde only to: him 
that bears it, but tOks black and * 
mal in apothers' hid and in this par- 

ticular” none has ſo Hα, tenſbn to- 

1 Defumey; as thoſe! who are dehnkldes 
ſuch > for (beſicdes the common pruden- 
tal motive) their own Conſeidbaſnefs 
zives them an inward alarm, and makes 
— look for 4 — in the ſame 
kind. Thus upon the whole matter we 
N 2 ce 


roo Tit Gorernment ofthe Tongue. 


ſee there i is no real temptation een to 
8 vanity, to comply with this uncha- 
ble ouſtom, we Ag ſure to loſe 
2 * by it than a $ 580; People 
ar gain, The being e 
an i 1 will not be —— by be- 
ing thaught pleaſant be . Bat cd 
ny, were ane ſure to: be 
that will, not be acquired by it che 
for the. moſt aſſiduous tale - bearers and 
bittereſt revilers are often halt · witted 
people: thęre being nathing more frg- 
queritly ↄhſerv d, than ſuch mens AION 
to ſpeak exil of chings they underſtand 
not, Zuae, I 2 153 40 5 34 
nf: eee hard 
1a 2BYAting has, new 
Nr aden bew itch g by this 
but inſtead of ſuhmitting to the Aer 
2 le of others, dane oneite them, 
nd endeavour to bring this upghyſtian 
— — out of Sahle ſare ita hay do 
not, they will be were deeply, chargeable 
others: for the more command they 
have over their other corruptiom, the 
more do they witneſs againſt themſelves. 
Their remiſsneſs and willing ſuhjectiqn io 
this, beſides their 6xample. when ill, 


mare enſnaring r ** mens, and is : 
ap 


more 


— — 


Ss © 
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to infinuate eaſy A of the fin. 
n are apt to think themſelves ſafe 
ile they follow one of — Piety, 
e Authority f his perſon often 
s them blindfold into his 
hus when Peter diſſembled, St. Paul t 
. — 
o was carry d away; ama 
Galat. 2, 13. And Ldonht not in 
particular many are encourag d by 
liberty they ſeg even good men take; 
that ſuch have a more accumulative 
for they do not only commit, but 
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ne | 
dere as me, 'q 
on this head than is pre aße 1 
ihe 22 of the reſt 5) hut I think | 
cha agrees da th eee 6 
bject. 1-49 440+ 60” 13: 3.7} Lo 
- Ax o now WE e+.conſi. 
rd the majgaity of this "of Deg: 


„ and, yet witkal find that 'tis a fins 


we enforce our vigilance 
ud where the importance +. 
are bath ſo great, b wil be 2 little ne- 
xlary.to > cooker what are the likelyeſt 
t ans, the olt appropriate antidote a» 
gainſt 
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gainſt this ſo dangerous, and yet fo * Ih 
demick a eaſe; © ent 
36. Ax here the common ** me 
Phyſick is to be adverted to, viz. to 
amine the canſes, that the remedies 
be adapted to them. I ſhall therefore! 
the firſt place deſire every man ſerſouſ 
to ſtudy his own conſtitution of mit 
and obſerve what are his particular ten 
ptations to this fin of Detraction, wh. 
_ * of thoſe 1- have before mer 
ed, as Pride, Envy, Levity, G87) e 
— other hic & lyes deeper, and is onf 
diſcernible to his own fie ion. Lt 
him, I ſay, make the ſerirtin 7, and the 
accordingly apply hinifelf vet correct i 
ſin in its firſt principle. For as Lat 
there is ati: eruption of humours i 2 
part, tis not cured merely by ou kcal 
applications but * Alterative we 
dicines as | reig Sew blood! ſo * ici; 
proſy of the Tongue will ſtill fprevur 
farther, if it be not  check'd in its (pri; 
and ſource, by-the mortifying of tholWbic 
corrupt inclinations ,' which "feed Ai 
heighten it. 4 4 ber: 
37. Tais is an Amibtide 1 muff 
leave to every mans o] Conſciet 
which alone can teſtifye by what im 


pulſes 
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alles he acts. Yet as the Rabbins were 
ont to ſay , that in every ſignal judg- 
ent which befel the Jews, there was 
me grain of the Golden-calf ; ſo I think 


un there is ſome mixture of pride: 
xd therefore I ſuppoſe, a Caution a- 
inſt that will be ſo generally ſeaſon- 
ble, that it may well lead the Van of 
| other advices in this matter. And 
re tis very obſervable, that God who 
made of one blood all nations of the 
tb, Acts 17. has ſo equally diſtribut- 
Hall the moſt valuable privileges of 
man nature, as if he defignd to pre- 
ude all inſulting of one man over an- 
ther. Neither has he only thus inſi- 
ted it by his Providence, but has en- 
e d it by his commands. In the Levi- 
cal Law we find what a particular care 
takes to moderate the rigour of Ju- 
cial correction, upon this very ac- 
bunt, left thy brother be deſpiſed in 
Wine eyes, Deuter. 25. 3. So unreaſon- 

le did he think it, that the crime or 
Iniſcry of one ſhould be the exultation 
f another.. And St. Paul brands it as a 


wolSWrcat guilt of the Cormthians , that they 
Neon the occafion of the inceſtuous per- 
w | ſon 
alles 


nay venture to ſay, that in all Detra- 
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ſon were Puſfed wp , when they ſbould he: 
mourned ," 1 Corin. 5. 2. When Weir 


dead Corps, we are not apt to inf 
over it, or brag of our ow health ar 
vigour ; but it rather damps us, and abt 
us reflect, that it may (we know not ho 
ſoon) be our own condition. And cet 
tainly the ſpectacles of ſpiritual mo 
ulity ſhould have the ſame operativ! 
We have the ſame principles of com 
wo with our lapſed brethren, 
ave nothing but Gods grace, to lern 
us from the ſame effect, and by thel 
Inſulting reflections *forfeit that to 
= he grace only to the bumble, Jan 
. St. Pauls advice therefore is ve 
oppo e to this caſe , Galat. 6: 1; B 
4 ; ES Ex pas 
reſtore a one in t mee 
conflring thy ſlf ls 4 2 4 
| In a word the faults of others ouph 
- excite our pity towards them, 
cautioti'as to our ſelves , and our thi 
fulneſs to God, if he hath hitherto p 
ſervd us from the like, For who mad 


THESES mm. oo} 


SA 4888 8 


8 


thee to differ from another p 1 Cor. 4. 7, "Bu 
if we ſpread our fails 'and triumph 
ver theſe wrecks, we expoſe our ſelves tt 
wotſe. Other fins like rocks may ſplit u 
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yet the lading may be preſery'd : but 
pride like a gulph ſwallows us up; our 
yery virtues, when ſo leavened, becom- 
1 and plummets to fink us to 
the deeper ruin. "The counſel therefore 
of the Apoſtle is very pertinent to this 
matter, Rom. 13. 20. But not high , 
but fear. 

38. Zur Cod known we can inſult 
over others when we are not only un- 
der a poſſibility, but are actually involv d 
in the ſame guiſt: and then what are all 
dur accuſations and bitter benſures of 
others but indictments and 'condemna- 
tory ſentences againſt our ſelves? And 
ve may juſtly expect God ſhould take 
ws at our word, and reply upon us as the 
Prophet did upon David, Tos art the 
nan, '2 Sam. T. 7. For tho our. officious 
jehemence againſt anothers crime may 
blind the eyes of men, yet God is not 
b mocked. As therefore when a thief 
or murderer is detected, it gives an a- 
larm to the whole confederacy ; ſo when 
hos our own guilts purſued i in other 

tis not a time for us to 

ben on the proſecution , but rather by 
umble hd oy penitent reflections on our 

uy clyes to provide for our own fafety. 
| O When 
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When therefore we find our ſelyss (up- 
on any miſdemeanour of our -btoghey) 
ready to mount the tribunal, and pro- 
nounce our ſentence, let us fixſt cn. 
der how competent we are for the ↄſſice 
calling to mind the deciſion of Chriſt one 
made in the like caſe, He that is mil. 
out fin let him firſt caſt a ſtone, Joh. B. . 
And if we did this, many perhaps 
our fierceſt impeachers would think it 
to retire and leave the delinquent. ( as 
they themſelves finally. deſire to be) to 
the merciful indulgence, of à Sayiour. 
In ſhort, would we but look into dur vn 
hearts, we ſhould find ſo much work for 
our inquiſitions and cenſure, that we 
ſhould not be at leiſure to ramble a 
broad for it. And therefore as Lycurgw 
once ſaid to one, who importun d him 
to eſtabliſh a popular parity in the ſtat 
do thou, ſays he, begin it firſt in thine 
own family; ſo ſhall I adviſe thoſe that 
will be judging to practiſe: firſt at home. 
And if they. will confine themſelyes to 
that, till chere be nothing left to cor 
rect, I doubt not their neighhour il 
be well enough ſecur d againſt their 
39. ANOTHER preleryation again 
t 
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hat fin is the frequent” ation of 
the laſt and great ment. This is in- 
feed a Catholicon againſt all: but we find 

articularly apply d by St. Pau to this 
ff 0 4 i * Fe piling our brethren. 
ho 2 at 


6 thy brother? or why do 

m/s by brother > We 22 % 
fand befire the algen, ſeat "of Obriſt. 

Rom. 14. 10. That is the great day of 

Revelation and RetiWution, and we are 
not to anticipate it by our private in- 
queſts or ſentences: we have buſineſs e- 
provide our on accounts a- 
guinlt that day And as it were a ſpight- 
4 folly for Malefactors that were go- 
a together to to the Bar, to ſpend their 
ume an exaggerating each others crimes: 

o ſureby is it 5 who are all 

ng toward the dreadful Tribunal, to be 
drawing up Charges againft one anv- 
ther. And who knows but we may then 
meet with the fate of Daniel s accuſers, ſee 
bim we venſur d acquitted, and our ſelves 
doomd. The penitence of the Crimi- 
nal may have numbred him among the 
daints, When our unretracted unchari- 
tableneſs may ſend us to unquenchable 
flames. I conclude this conſideration with 


nk the woof Saint Fames ' There n one 
that n Law- 
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who art thou that juageſt another? Jae 
I. rt re oe FSI 
40. A third — —— may be, to try 
to make a revulſion to the humour, or 
draw it into another chanel. If ve 
muſt needs be talking of other peoples 
faults, let it not be to Defam#; but 10 
amend them, by converting our Detrs- 
ion and Bac i biting anto admoni 
fraternal correption. + This is a way to 
extract medicine out of the viper to 
conſecrate even this ſo unhallow d part 
of our temper, and to turn the u 
ful medling of a buſy- body into the 
moſt obliging office of a' friend. Aud 
indeed, had we that zeal for Mirtue, 
which we pretend when we inveigh 
gainſt Vice, we ſhould ſurely lay int 
this way, for this only An a pollibi- 
lity of reforming the offender. But alas! 
we order the matter ſo, as if we ſear d to 
loſe the occaſion of clamour, and vill 
tell all the world but him that it mol 
concerns. Indeed tis a deplorable thing 
to ſee how univerſally this -neceſlary 
_ Chriſtian duty is neglected; and do th 


neglect we may in a great — 
OT 


pute that ſtrange overflowing 
| among 
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| loye and T (a Nurſe 
won this account comes often to vye 
pndneſs with the Mother:) — rat 1 
pc but en * raps = —— 


—— endeatment, i it would 
teate: ſuch certainly aa would infalli- 


ir Daun 
ihment, by — — — and 
——— concerning others. Were 

il ſapplies thus cut off, it would at laſt 
te lubdyed.;. "The: — of in 
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is always upon the ſcent, — 
ſome diſcovery-of other: „will t 
apt to invite his Nei to the 
ry; and therefore twill be fe 
him to reſtrain himſelf from tharrang 
not like jealous States; to keeps 

and Penſioners abroad to bring him*in 
telligence, but rather diſcourage all 
officious pick thanks: for che full 
is. of ſu . ——ͤ | 
pain if hei-keep them ing and his g. 
af he publiſm chem. Could men bs je 
ſwaded to affect a wholeſome'ignoranc 
in theſe it would conduee bot 
to their eaſe and innocence; form 
this itch of the Ear which * 
the Tongue und were mot. Curioſitʒ d 
Purveyor,Detraftion would ſoon be ſtari 
mtoa tameneſsoss. 8 
3:42. Bum the — Cel] 
all, is the frequent. recolle - 
vious applying of the grand tu e of om” * 
ing; as wen would be done to: for as 
tration; is the violation of that, "fo th 
obſervation «of that maſt certainly: He 
lant Detramion. Let us therefore BI 
wo find the humour fermenting withana 
und ready tocdbreak out in declamationy | 
— our brothren, let us . den 
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; with' this ſuort queſtion, Wonid I my 
l be thus us d? This voice from with- 
u will be like that from beaven to St. 
2 wie . him in in e .of 
s carier, A, 9. hx bar this voice eve: 
man may hear will, not Op: his 


4 Way 9 — jence, it 0 


that native. juſtice an 
guIty |; which is 


nd when we have our . — near — 
i Wee it, e 4 pow — 
atulate WALA us, AS WI 
r, 1 nll . die, O houſe v: Hot 
LICK, 33.11. 
43. Tazs8.are Tome 5 18 many 
ceipts, which may be preſcrib d againſt 
SS diſeaſe. But indeed there is 
4 much need to multiply remedies, 
rſwade men to apply them. We 
** ove with our malady, — as loth 
be cured of the luxury of the Tongue, 
St. Auſtine was of his other ſenſuali- 
, againſt which he prayed, with a ca- 
t, that he might not be too ſoon 
keard. But tis ill dallying, where our 
fouls are concern d: for alas I tis they that 
ae wounded by thoſe darts, u hich we 
throw at others, We take our aim per- 


laps at our neighbours, but indeed bit 


Our 
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bave no renderneſs, — paleting/ta It 
brethren, mw — us have ſome to 0 


ſelves; ſo much compaſſion, nay ſo woe 
immortal ion 


ig of « poles ger 


ſhould. ſacrifice to it our interef 

"Tis worn phy ar ping at 
a purſuit: Olet not our ſouls alſo — 

' in the vapour; but let us rather pour the 
1 for our brethren, thasi 
ns of them : for though! both tt 
one and the other will return into on 
| own boſoms, yet God knows to far di 
fering purpoles, even as differing as 

ith we utter them. The ch 
of the one like kindly exhalations wil 
deſcend in-ſhowers of bleflings , but the 
rigour and aſperity of the other; in ak 
yere doom upon our ſelves: the A 
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ee et 90 705 che others ſo I © 
Mo ch chat, as Ong it ic 

was gle enes, that he trampled on Hb. 
tos pride, ith greater of his on. M; 
2. Nox is this injury enhanced on-M y 
ly by the * _ ſufferer, by but 5 
alle by the it. We ge- d 
ern chin e are Sn —— __ | þ 
of in are In 
To be Parke t in the 1 or pi ic 
is a more e eproach than to be v 
1 2 a 


No and e i: 
in this paſe AWI 
dee hich wa isarm J with an 
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reproach @#, 198g 
writ: in nik or 
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ſionate e 

thoſe of wit are like 

upon coppegu orithe grp n Of 

artu, Sr and! —— | 
been never he, 10 


truth of ghig daily experience att 
gull. cantymely;quickly; voniſhes, no, bc 


fancy. of the erob h. 
gets rooting in "tho memory and n 
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carcely be eradicated; ty, = 
it ha Sor _— both ſpeaker and 
heater, and conveys it ſelf to poſterity; 
it being: not unwſuat for the"Sarcaſms of 
Vit to be tranſmitted” in ſtory. And 
$ it thus gives an edge; ſo alſo Yo's it 
add wings to a report, makes it fly a- 
broad in oa inftant.-” Many:# mans 
ofirmities had been 'confin'd to the no- 
ice of a few Relations or Neighbours, had 
wt ſome remarkable ſtrain of drollery 
catter'd and diſpers d them. The jeſt re- 
commends the Defamation, and is com- 
nonly ſo incorporate with it; that the 
annot be related apart. And even thoſe 
vho like it not in one yet are 
nany times ſo tranſported with it in the 
other, that they chaſe rather to propa- 
pate the contamely; than ſtifle the con- 
r, Indeed Wires & mach the Dians 
of this Age, that he that goes about 8 
et any bounds to it, muſt an 
ar,” A 19. 28. &c. or at leaſt to 
adg d to have impos d an envious ft. 
bition on it, becauſe himſelf has not ſtock 
enough to maintain the trade. But how 
eyer or unexpected the cenſure 
may ſeem to yet tis neceſſary that 
plain downright 'truth ſhould „ 
P 2 
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poken, and I think that will bear me 


be ; 
out, if I ſay tis poſſible men may be as 
oppreſſive by their parts as, their ; 
and that God did no more deſign-the 
meaner intellectuals of ſome for triumph 
to the pride and vanity of the mote 
acute, than he did the poſſeſſions of the 
leſs powerful, as a prey to the raping and 
avarice of the might 7x. 

3. Anp this ſuggeſts a yet farther 
aggravation of this ſm; as it is a per- 
verting of Gods deſign, and abuſo of the 
talent he has committed to men in«rult. 
Ingenuity and quicknels of parts is ſure 
ee ae eee nes 

and an inſtrument proper 

the moſt excellent purpoſes: and there- 
fore we cannot ſuppoſe the Divine Wiſ- 
dom ſo much ſhort of Humane, as not 
in his intention to aſſign it to uſes wor- 
thy of it. Thoſe matt; relate either to 
God, our Selves, or our Neighbours. In 
reſpect of God, it renders us bre ca- 
pable of contemplating; his perſections, 
diſcerning the equity and excellence of 
his Laws, and our obligations to ohed- 
ence. In regard of aur Selves it makes 
us apprehend our own intereſt in that 
obedience; make us tractable and per- 
| ſwaſible, 


I 
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ſraſible, contrary to that dhrutiſh Ruby 
bornneſs of the Horſe and Mule, which 
the Pſalmiſt reproaghes, Hſal. 32« g. Be: 
es, it accommodates us in all the con · 
rns of humane life, forms it ſelf into 
l thoſe uſeful contrivances,; which may 
2 — being here more comfortable: 
pecially it readers a man company to 
unſelf, and in the greateſt dearth of 
vciety.. entertaing him with his own 
houghts. Laſtly, as to our Neighbours; 
t renders us uſeful and aſliſtant. All 
bole Diſcoveries and Experiments, thoſe 
Its, and Sciences, which are now the 
N 
ir rite: e ingenuity, ot par : 
cular perſons : and in all. perſonal exi- 
encies wherein any of us are at any 
une involy d, we need not he told the 
ſefulneſa of a wile, adviſe: Now all 
lheſe are nts commenſurable to 
he faculty from whence they flow, and 
that anſwer its excellence and value; 
e that ſa beſtows his talent, gives a good 
xcount:.of his truſt. But 1:would fan 
1/on of our Neighbo 
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ur comes in; cer- 
ainly not under that: of being 
o him. It would be a ſorry relief to a 
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poor bbs in — fn to Haviſh- out vi 
upon in upbrai is miſery 
And is not this a le caſe? Isit no 
the ſame barbariſm, to mock and re 
proach a man that wants the gifts of Na 
ture, as him that wants thoſe of For 
tune? Nay perhaps it may be more, fc 
a beggar may have impoveriſn d humſelſ 
by his own fault, but in Natural de 
tes there is nothing to be charg d, un 
leſs we will fly higher, and — — 
Providence that hath 1 dif] 
a word as the ſuperfluities of — fc 
are by God aſſi nd as the ſtore· houſe 
of — poor; ſo the abilities of the viſe 
are of the i nt: for tis a great mi 
take, to think our ſelves ſtewards in 
ſome of Gods gifts, and proprietaries in 
others. They are equally to be employ 
ed, according to the deſignation of the 
Donor, and there is nothing more uni- 
verſally defign'd by him, than that man- 
kind be equally helpful to one 
another. Thoſe therefore, whom God 
hath bleſt with higher degrees of | ſags- 
city and quickneſs, ought not to look 
down on others as the: objects of their 
contempt; or ſcorn, but — of their 
care 0 od: pity, endeavouring to 
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bo hem from thoſe- miſchiels,; «to: which 
— — — expaſeu hep hay 
nembring 5 ye 
danged the ſcene, und made lyes 
that they ſee others. It is Wet Joh s 
atification of his 
yes to FI blind 


diftanges to all the wants 

others: and ſure; tis no le 
a good man to de it in the mental than 
athe- 8. 28110 210er 
4 Bor alas many rof us would ra · 
der put a ſtumbliag block in the way 
1 — ou way the erutch _ 


2 ves 
0; Ao — —— ſenſuality 


e haye in — and improving 
e-30ppe oi others that it as 
kcome the dec ee — 
o be, dextrom at it, and, Wit ſer 

owe men for little elle... —— 
led into a merry rd, laughing is our 

— [ag den 
pert ol the debnition f man, that, 


uſe 


inn 
— 
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I is a his--man-haogh conſiſted 
— 9 that be all, 
derſtand- 
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ve of; their) un 


—— were given them. 0 little pur- 
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_ pole,” ſinee mere idiots cn laugh WII 
muck pfeulurv and mort Aunocente the 
they: adit 10 a greũt inſtance Heuer 
treams may b brought t meet) th ti 
dxcels of Wit ih te Ge, and oÞ Fol! 
. I" the other, ſer ve to produce cher fn 
enk. 1 & M bro nn 26% os hs 
iE VN HA rabibus is this thamgdu 
no grow H that ir drt in every thity 
to feed? it! There is nbi game dn 
from elfe feu. folly of the' work®} an 
therefore that wRiehlis . che mit d 
ſtanb fem at i muſt be ſtampt th it 
atk Tis A knows e 


confideviitions be formabiey-and:/fppe 
iadd'ther under eimt nume chdeiwer 
tõ kent / dut of the worldo 1 feat ant 
ri# hene t Hres not better WI fine 
— — The old 
_ Philoſophibat! virtues of Juſtice, Pepe. 
rance, "id Chaſtitylare n. hift Off t 
ſtage; as ffr only för- dne ant iqudred fe 
dF- Actor and he that appears ih Abet 
eqqurpage is by- maiiy thought mere r 
diculous, than he 3 
eK, is 
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his Anceſtors. trank-hoſe, ' Nay indeed 
rice it felf is ſcarce ſecure if it has not 
the grand accompliſhment of impudence : 
za puny bluſhing ſinner is to be laugh d 
out of his modeſty, tho not out of his 
fn; and to he proof againſt their ſcorns 
he maſt firſt be fo againſt all the regrets 
of his own mind. 

6. AND if mere Ethnick virtue, or 
ſhame · faced vice have this treatment, 
Chriſtian piety muſt expect worſe: and 
ſo indeed it finds, its profeſſors being 
beyond all others expoſed to their ſcorn 
and contempts. Nor is it ftrange it ſhould 
* ſome — „ as — is 
Wiſdom. a. 14. to reprove ir ways,. they 
think in their own defence e to 
deride theirs. This is it indeed which 
gives a ſecret ſting and venom to their 
reproaches : other men they abuſe as an 
exerciſe of their Wit, but theſe in de- 
fence" of the party So Juliam after his 
Apoſtacy thought it a more effectual 
way to perſecute the Chriſtians by taunts 
and ironies, than by racks and tortures; 
as thinking it more to ſhame, 
than fright them out of their Religion. 
And the ſtratagem ſeems to have bee 


fear 


reaſſumed by K and I 
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fear with too great ſucceſs: for 1 doubt 
not there are divers who have herded 
themſelves. among theſe profane ſcoſ- 
fers, not that they are convinced by their 
reaſons, but terrified by their contume- 
lies; and as ſome Indians are ſaid to 
worſhip the Devil, that he may not 
hurt them; ſo theſe chuſe to be actite, 
that they may not be paſſive in the con- 
tempts flung upon Religion: ſuch men 
forget the dreadful denunciation af 
Chriſt againſt thoſe that ſhall be aſbamed 
of him and bu words, Mark . 38. wy 

7. As for thoſe, who upon a juſter 
eſtimate find the advantages of Piety 
worthy. to be choſen, and take it with 
all its acceſſory ignominies, they have 
the encouragement of very good com- 
pany in their ſufferings, The Pſalmiſt 
= ago had his ſhare, when not only 


Thoſe that ſate in the he ag 
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Pſalm 69. 12. Twas 
Jeremy's complaint, I am in deriſan 
, every one mocketh me, Jer. 20. 7. Nay 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf was derided in 
his life by the Phariſees, Luke 16. 14 
mocked and reviled at his death by the 
Priefts, the Elders, the ſoldiers ; * 
; J 
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by caſual paſſengers, Matt. 27. 39. ' And 
ſhall the 8 think himſelf greater 
than his Lord ? Shall a Chriſtian expect 
an immunity from what his Saviour has 
born before him? (He that do's fo is too 
delicate a member for a crucified head.) 
No ſure, let us rather animate our 
— — he RO 250 7 5 con- 

ing him who as wel ſed the ame, 
as jos, Tres the croſs for a Heb. 12, 2. 
and who has not' only given an ex- 
ample , but propoſed a reward, a bea- 
titude to thoſe who are reviled for righ- 
trouſneſs ſake , Matth. 5. 11. And when 
this is ſoberly ponder'd, twill ſure make 
it eaſy for us to reſolve with holy Da- 
vd in a like caſe, I will be yet more vile, 
2 Sam. 6. 22. 8 


on to thoſe who thus unhappily employ 
their parts, let me — to them, 
that they would borrow every day ſome 
few minutes from their mirth, and ſe- 
riouſly conſider, whether this be (I need 
not ſay a Chriſtian, but) a manly exer- 
ciſe of their faculties. Alas! when they 
have rallied out the day from one com- 
pany to another, they may ſum up their 
account at night in the wiſe mans ſi- 

Q 2 mile, 


8. Bo r to return from this digreſſi- 
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mile, their laughter has been but hike the 
crackling 1 under a pot , Ecclel, 
7. 6. made a little brisk noiſe for the 
preſent, and with the ſparkles 
annoy d their neighbours , but what real 
good has it brought to themſelves? All 
that they can fancy is but the repute of 
Wit. But ſure that might be attainable 
ſome- other way. We find the world 
affected to new things, and this of De- 
riſon and abuſe to others is ſo beaten a 
road, that perhaps the very variety of 
a new way would render it a 
They are the lighter ſubſtances that. flill 
{ſwim away with the ftream, the greater 
and more ſolid bodies do ſometimes 
ſtop the current: and ſure twere a 
noble eſſay of a mans parts to ſtem this 
tide, and by a more uſeful application 
of his own faculties, convince others 
that theirs might be better employd. 
Tis ſaid of Anacharſis, that at a feaſt he 
could not be got to ſmile at the affected 
ralleries of common ſeſters, but when 
an Ape was brought in he freely laughd, 
ſaying, an Ape was ridiculous by nature, 
but men by art and ſtudy. And «ruly 
tis a great contempt of human nature to 
think their intellects were given * 
or 
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or no better end than to raiſe that 
wghter, which a brute can do as well 
nd better. - | z 
9. I would not be thought to recom- 
end ſuch a Stoical ſourneſs, as ſhall 
mit of nothing of the cheerful plea- 
int part of converſation. God has not 
ice been more rigid to our minds than 
p our bodies: and as he has not ſo de- 
oted the one to toil , but that he al- 
bys us ſome time to exerciſe them in 
creation as well as labours, ſo doubtleſs 
e indulges the {ame relaxation to our 
minds: which are not always to be ſcrued 
pto the height, but allowed to deſcend 
o thoſe eaſineſſes of Converſe, which 
atertain the lower faculties of the Soul. 
Nor do I think thoſe are ill employ d in 
hoſe little skirmiſhes of Wit, which 
vs familiarly between intimates and ac- 
quaintances, which beſides the preſent 
uvertiſement, ſerve to whet and quicken 
the fancy. Yet I conceive this liberty 
s to be bounded with ſome cantions: 
4 firſt in theſe encounters ,. the charge 
hould be powder, not bullet; there ſhould 
nothing be ſaid that ſhould leave any 
ungrateful impreſſions, or give any um- 
brage of a ſpightful intent. The world 
want, 
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wants not experiments of the miſchief 
that have happened by too ſevere rale 
ries: in ſuch 3 has prov d earneſt 
and florets have oft turn d to ſwords, anc 
not only the — but the men hay 
fallen a ſacrifice to a jeſt. jy 
10. SECONDLY, this is to have th 
ſame reſtriction with all other recreati 
ons, that it be made a divertiſement, ne 
a trade. Tis an inſinuating thing, and i 
apt to encroach too much upon our time 
and God knows we have a great deal « 
buſineſs of this world, and much me 
for the next, which will not be done wi 
laughing, and therefore tis not for u 
to play away too much of that” time 
which is exacted by more ſerious cot 
cerns. Tis ſure we ſhall die in earneſt 
and it will not become us to live alte 
gether in jeſt. But beſides this ſtealth o 
our time, tis apt to ſteal away 
hearts too, make them ſo dote upon thi 
kind of entertainment, that it averts ther 
from any thing more ſerious. I believe 
may appeal to ſome who have made thi 
their buſineſs, whether it go not againli 


the hair with them t. iꝗet to any thin 
elſe: and having _.ouſed this as tl 
one excellence, they are willing to de 
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al other, that they may the more 
ie themſelves upon this. By this 
Ale eans it is, that the gift of Raillery has 
zen chis age, like the lean kine, deyour- 

all the more ſolid worthy qualificati- 
s; and is counted the moſt reputable 
wompliſhment. A ftrange inverted eſti- 
ute, thus to prefer the little ebullitions 
vit, before ſolid reaſon and judg- 
ent. If they would accommodate their 
be husk, rather than the kernel, and 
nk nothing but froth and bubbles, But 
r all, Wiſdom is commonly at long 


eſe great idolaters of Wit often daſh» 
z themſelyes upon ſuch rocks, as make 
bem too late wiſh, their fails had been 
& and their ballaſt more. For the pre- 
rating therefore of more ſuch wrecks, 
iſh the preſent caution may be more 
yerted to, not to beſtow an unpropor- 
onable of our time or value on 


ty. e 
u 11. A third Caution in this matter is 
nu confine our ſelyes to preſent com- 
any, not to make abſent perſons the 
ubject of our mirth. Thoſe freedoms = 
| ; ute 


uning juſtified. eyen of her deſpiſers; 
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that mocks them, ſeems to, chink them 
wo lo for any thinj tempt: an 
we learn from #r:ftorle,” that the mea. 
fure of anger is entirely cake than 1 
nen being ſo 8 
Nora 


zine they were . on 
O% 


1 mere eng 

fore become men te 
this trade be ike io nie 12 5 ox 
pbether it be worth the File gt one 
to Ly or and ati enemy O00 
Ap if it e e 
ni enemy, tis much mort” to ma 


God 10, by levellin pur'blows at an 
thing ſacred: but = 1 have alreat 
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had Gcrafion w and ſall not re- 
feat! Ghly give the leave 
belides che 

vote immediately 
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now has of wit, It is very 
dom to provoke _ that: 8 40 
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wainſt his diſcretion, his humour, His 
Eringe; and lib — io 
— ; w if = — him ridicy- 
bus in any of can but abate 
nens reverence to Mn, their confidence 
of him will not long hold out; bare ho- 
wy without ſome other adornment;; 
being look d on as a leafleſs no bo- 
dy will truſt himſelf to its ſhel Thus 
the enemies of Sorrates, when they coald 

1 other ways fa his reputation, 
red Ariſtophanes a comick Poet'to per- 
nate him on the ſtage, and by the mfi- 
nations of thoſe interludes, inſenfibly 
convey d firſt a contempt, and then an ha- 
ned of him into the hearts of the peo- 
ple. But I need not bring inftances 'of 
former times in this — theſe being 
ſufficiently vers d in that myſtery. 

14. IT is not ſtrange that men of ſuch 
ſnould ſummon all their wit to 
the ſervice, make their ralleries as pi- 
quant as they can, that they may wound 
the : but methinks tis but a mean 
office- aſſign their Wit, tobe (I will 

not ſay the Pander, that —— this 
ige ſcarce a title of reproach, 
executioner or hang - man ere 
Chriſt bids 9 per, vet = 
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adds. withal harmleſs at * Matt. 10· 
— but here the ſerpent has quite eat 
the dove, and ou a vultur in the 
place, a creature of ſuch ſ⸗ agacity and 
8 in putſuit of the prey, that tis 
for any art or ene to 
its talons. * x 
F. TRERIE is e — * of 
contumelious perſons, who indeed are 
— they yoo ener 

* 0 ying their wit, for they u 
none in it Theſe are d whoſe 
ſole talent is Pride and Scorn ; wh 
perhaps have attained the ſciences-of 
dreſſing themſelves finely and eating 
well, od upon the — of thoſe 
excellences, look faſtidiouſſy, and {peak 
diſdainfully of any -who want 
concluding if a — fall ſhort of their 
garniture at the knees and elbows, he 1s 
much inferiour to them in the furniture 
of his head Such pecple think erying, 
O ridiculous l is an 2 ple confutation 
of any —— can be ſaid; and ſu the 
can but enough; are cahtented 
not to be able — they do fo. 
Theſe are, I coufeſs, the: moſt innocent 
kind of dereders in reſpect af others, 
vrhat they ſay having: not edge enough 
. N T 5. to 
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v cauſe any ſmart. The greateſt hurt 
they do 1s to FO who tho they 
nuch need, yet are rally little ca- 
able of a reſcue, and therefore 1 ſhall 
ot clog the preſent diſcourſe with any 
xdyice to them: I ſhall chuſe rather to 
onclude with enforcing my ſuit to the 
former , that they would ſoberly and 
ly weigh the account they muſt one 
ky give of the employment of their 
urts, and the more they have hitherto 
mbeazeled them, the more to endeavour 
bexpiate that unthriftineſs, by. a more 

—— for the future ; that ſa 
nſtead. n that vain, empty, vaniſhing 
nirth they have courted here, they may 
ind a real, full, and eternal A 
In ha 1 their Locd. 
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1. | HE laſt of Verbal injuries tc 

our Neighbour ' which I ſhaft 
mention, is Nattery. This is indeed the 
fataleſt wound of the Tongue, curties 
leſs ſmart but infinitely more of danger 
and is as much ſuperiour to the former 
as a gangrene is to a ſcall or ſcratch; 


** 
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this may be ſore and vexing, bat that 
ſtupifying and deadly. Flattery is ſuch a 
myſtery, ſuch a riddle of iniquity, that * 
its very ſoftneſſes are its cruelleſt ri- 
gour, its balm corrodes, and (to com- i 
priſe all in the Pſalmiſts excellent de- fl 
ſcription ) its words are ſmoother than I f 
oil, and yet be they very ſwords. Pſalm 
55. 21. We 

2. Bur beſides the miſchiefs of it to I ue 
the Patient, tis the moſt diſhonouring, le 
the moſt vilifying thing to the Agent. in 
I ſhall not need to empanel a jury ei- it 
ther of Moraliſts or Divines ; every“ 


ked A , collective accumulative 
en in its elements a com 
= of. — moſt { 7 The 


un 105 

o to order the. manner 
8 8 2 5 even in 
mans real virtues 
y. if they, do not 
"they are. i prcd, BY 
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but few ſuch ſubjects of Flattery,' fo nei 

| ther are men of that worth ſo receptiy: 
it, Such ele 4 — _=_ leſs dan 
rous to: ew ave e pexſpicaci 
to ſee chro them! ba, theſe mer 
ants art under a n of dealing 
with the more braut chipmen; 
with ch their « nterfeit wareywil ts 
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trons: Pio many in former "ug "ey 
not only 'athaſs'd togethet all 
4 N aye eren rai 
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oh But 1 bende the I 
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8 Any. ather bonn 
his moſt abſurd 
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1 t of ingenuity. Suche 

ſubtil 
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ſubtil Alchymiſt is this Paraſite, that he 
urns all he touches into gold, imagina- 
ry indeed as to the deluded perſon, but 
oft· times real to himſelf. Nor is Lying 
les natural to the other part of Flatte- 
ry, the profefiian of ſer vice and kind- 
nels. This needs no n and to 
attempt it would be a ſelſ· confutation: 
for if thoſe praſeſſions be true, they are 
not. 1 therefore if they he Flatte- 
y, they muſt; needs be Lies. It will be 
almoſt as needleſs to expatiate on the 
haſenels/ and meaneſs of that ſin ; for 
tho' there is no ſubject that affords more 
natter for declamation, yet Lying is a 
thing that is alhamed of it ſelf, and there- 
ſore may well be remitted to its n con- 
ſickians. Tis, Ariſtotlis obſer vation, that 
ach Element but the Earth had ſome 
Philoſopher or other, that gave it his 
3 the firſt, productive Principle 
of all thi 


: and I think we may now 
lay, that Grimes 198 had their abet- 
tors and fautore, ſome body that would 
ſtand up in their defence; only Lying 
s ſo much the dregs and refuſe of wick- 
edneſs, that none has yet had Chymi- 
try enough to ſublimate it, to bring 
it into ſuch arepautias, that any man 


will 


Jil chink/f eco og —— 
der chat wllax is under c univerſal a ne- 
proach ſhnoulch be ſo &vrmionly admitted 
in practick: But by thi we may make 
an eſtimate what the hole body of 
Hurtery is, when in ne limb of it we 
find ſo much corruption ban , Aer 

4. Afecond is Servility and Abj 
of humour: and of is there ere no 
other proof than has been alteady given; 
tis charge being impftkithy in voll in 

the formeF of Lying „the eondeſcendiag 
to that beitßg a mark of ua diſ 

3 And accordingły the 3 hea- 

ens/160K don it as che vice of ſla ves and 
vaſſals, Helo h/ the liberty ef a frees 
as well 48 am honeſt. Rut thO 1 8d 50 
other ev ienek to make good the n- 
tion, yet every ſyeophant furniſhes me 
with man ſupernumerary proofuai Lee 
upon fuch 4 ae ſhall de hi 

e ly bly Gd bt his patront de, 
Heure eu ben det den av 

in every char ag een 

a ftar' aver reading his: own deſtiny; 
his cart el (like wally-ſlayes-arcthe 
bar) to 1 ries Sing is the moſt 
8 pid diſcotrſes wich! as: much greeii- 
neſs, as if they were . 
c 
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the ſeven ſages, his tongue tun d only 
to panegyricks and acclamations, his feet 
in winged; motion upon every nod or 
other ſigniſication of his pleaſure: in a 
vord, his whole body (as if it had no 
other animal ſpiritg than hat it derived 
fom him) varies its poſtures, its exer - 
caſes, as he finds ble to the humour 
be is to ſerve. Andean humanity contrive 
to abaſe it {elf more? Yes it can, and 
dos too often, by enſlaving its diviner 
part too, taking up not —4 opinions, 
but even crimes alſo in compliance, 3 
og the incarnate; devil, and helping 
thoſe villanies which Satan can 
— ggeſt: and if this be not a ſtate of 
bielavery „ ſure there is none in the 
yorld. Plutar th tells us, that Philoxenns 
br deſpiſing ſome! dull Poetry of Dio- 
ray was by him condemned to dig in 
quarries; from whence being by the 
nediation of friends — 2 at his 
return ' Dronyſſus-- ſome other of 
bis verſes, which as ſoon as Philoxe- 
ur had read, he made no reply, but 
alling to che waiters, ſaid, Let tbem 
terry me again, to the quarriet. And if 
an heathen Poet could prefer a corporeal 
layery before a mental, what-name of 
S 2 reproach 
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reproach is lor enough for thoſe; who 
can * Apo in purſuit of ro 
r ford! vantdpes they project 
their Flatterici. '''Nor i this baſtneſs 
more obſeryable in theſe mean fawni 
and rar ar = nie is in the pro- 
teſtations of Rindheſs and 
Love is the greateſt” 


; any man bas 


to beſtow, 9 Bark mom 
of all moral bonds: and to proftiture 
theſe to little pitiful deficns is ſure one 


of the baſeſt cheats we can put upon 
our common nature, in thus 
— pureſt and moſt current coin, h 
by theſe frequent adutterations is be- 
come ſo ſuſpected, that ſrarce any thin 
knows what he receives. But chrtiz 
Charity is yet worſe uſed in the wie: 
for that obliging to all fincerity is hee, 
by induced to give gold for droſi ti e. 
hibite that Love ine, and in , 

which is returned only is word will in 
1 Joh.' 3. 18. And ſo K dos in 


2 
thoſe who obſer ve its rules: but in thoſe 


who ny et obſerve them not, . 
yet a rer, by laboaring undder 
the d of all their Am UIG 
It was once the character given Chri- 
ſtians even by their enemies; —_ 
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may {ectq.in it to others, they are indeed 
7 1 to nee v0 to their 
| Prins of courti catneſs, 
not TIES in purſuit v col cheiral 
idol is often, made a ſacrifice to their 
new: all malicious diſcovery is made of 
their falling friend, to buy an intereſt 
in the riſing one. Of this there art ſuch 
crouds of examples, in ſtory, that it 
would be impertinent to fingle out any, 
eſpecially in an age that is fitter to fur- 
niſh precedents for the future, than to 
ſing the Paraſite not actually guiſty of 
this baſe revolt (which yet be ſeldom 
fails to be upon occaſion) yet is he no leſe 
treacherous even in the height of his 
blandiſhments; and while he moſt courts 
a man, he do's the moſt ruinouſly under- 
mine him. For firſt he abuſes him in his 
underſtanding, precludes him from that 
which wiſe men have judged the moſt 
eſſential part of Learning, the knowledge 
of himſelf, from which tis the main bu- 
ſineſs of the Flatterers to divert him. And 
to this abuſe there is another inevitably 
conſequent: for this ignorance of his 
faults or follies neceſſarily condemns him 
to the continuing in them, it being im 
poſſible 
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polſible for him to think of correcting 


believe he has neither. This is like the 


who will not let the weak parts be forti- 
fed; and lays the man as open 
1 that doth the Town. Yet this is not 
dl, he do's not only provide for the con- 
„ but the im 
errours, which 
of ce bak bei 


— and 


manured/ with —.—.— 
encouragements , grow imnieafurably lu- 
mriant “ And © ve ſee that 


nen uſed only to a es, are ſo ſwell d 


tolerable. And this they are ſometimes 
taught to their coſt, when they happen 
among free men, who will not ſubmit to 
all they ſay, nor commend all they do. 
And finding 
ons. when they come abroad, they are 
villing to retire to their moſt com — 
ſint company: and ſo this ſycop 

devil having once got them within his 
circle; may enchant them as he pleaſes, 
lead them from one wickedneſs to an- 
other. And as Cagule 
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either the one or the other, whois made 
treachery of a bribed officer in a garriſon, 
to aſſaults 


— _ 


vith them, that their inſolences are in- 


theſe unealy contradicti- 


and other vo- 
luptuous Emperours, by being adored 
2 


as Gods, ſunk in their — 
the nature af man: ſo theſe celebrated 
perians are hy that falls wenne 
mated to all thoſa reproachſul x 
which may expoſe them to real an 
— their follies, as well as their vi 
Lget head, till they anſwer 2 
ſaription the wiſe- man gives of the « 
—— . . frog | 
their fookſpnaſe, Ecrl. Nn 
s. Ax ſure he chat beter, ma n 
to all theſe miſchi well bet 
perfidions, But that hich inßnisipan 
— and enhance the n 
that all this is acted under then 
_ diſguiſe of a friand : 4 relation l 
, that methinks- tis the n. 
C hich x 
ſtory d of thoſe wha have admin 
poiſon in the Euchariſt. The nameol 
friend in ſuch an — as 5 
human ran equal. All other natural 
8 — 
is. What anu y parent, 
or brother, or wife? Tis friendſhip uni) 
that is the cement which really and eſſc- 
ctively combines mankind ; and thers- i 
fore we may obſerve, that God reckon- 
ing up other relations illuſtrates them 
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by ſeveral...notes| of endaamm, dur 
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hen he 0 to that of friendſſip, ti 


and ſtiletto a y and make — 


ESE 


one of the richeſt palleſſions (upon which 

account the Philoſopher tifriends 

were to be invemorcd. as N a) 
| t 
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What audeſeat and diſcomſiture is it to a 
man'whibg he comes to uſe ghis wealth, 
to ad wall falſe metall, ſuch at will 
not unſuen any of. thoſe purpoſes for 
which che depended on it. There cannot 
ſure bea greater treachery, than firſt to 
raiſè a- eonidence and then deceive it. 
But beides this fundamental falſeneſe, 
there are alſo many incidental treache- 
ries,-which-fall in upon occaſion of par- 
ns. Ap of kindneſs is 
the univerſal ſtale total baſe: | projects : 
by this men are robd of their 
and women of their honour : in a word all 
the wolfiſh deſigns walk under this ſheeps 
clothing and as: the: world: re 
have mate need to beware of bo 
own themſelves friends, than thoſe who 
own theniſelves enemies. 
Tunis are the lincameatg;of this 
vice oi which ſuge// do; yu 
cher male up d fate of moſt extreme 
formity. al might upon a true agtount 
add undther, and charge it with folly too: 
Jam ſure according. co the divint eſti- 
mate ir ig dlwaies £03; and truly i cat 
mot v{eldam in the ſeculatcallo. 


Men of chis att du ſometimes drop: their 
wied befbes * got 2 
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Ster. VIII. f . 47 
2 1 is nothing in ——— 
t appears ſo contemptible, ſo filly ; a 
barefaced Natterer being every bodies 

ſcorn. The — game 
8 there is always a ſoob tin the 
: if the paraſite be detected it falls 
to his ſhare; if r 
he deludes. Bat at the beſt tis but ſub- 
tilty and canning he can boaſt of; and 
if he can in his on fancy raiſe that to 
the opinion of true Wiſdom; tis 
he is come round to practiſe his Gecelts 
upon himſelf, and is as much his own 

Flatrerer as he has been others. rt} tons 

8. Av p now I know not whether- it 
be more ſhame or wonder, to ſee that 
_ can ſo put off i ingenuity, and the na- 
tneſs of their kind, . as to de- 
en to ſo baſe; ſo i e a vice: yet 
alas! wediily Go it done, and that not 
only by the ſcum and — of the peo- 
ple tuch as Fob ſpeaks: of, wbo are viler 
than the earth, Chap. 3 0. 8. but — — 
of all conditions." Flegtery like a ſpring 
foro d upwards aſcends, as cares are by 
the wiſe man ſaid 10 deſcend, Eccluſ. 40. 
4. from him that meareth u linen frotl to 
him that weareth a crawn : all intermediate 


degrees are but W which -as' oy 
uc 
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ſack. from below, ſo tranſmit it ſtill up- 
wards. There are few fo low but find 
ſome body to cajole and flatter them 
Some intereſt or other may ſometimes be 

to be ſerv d even upon the meaneſt: and 
thoſe, that find: themſelves thus ſolisited 
for benefits, are eaſily taught by it how 
to adureſi to their immediate Supetioum 
from whom they expect greater . anꝗνn 
tis thus handed from one rank to an- 
other, the art ſtill is more ſubtilized and 
retin d (God help poor Princes the while, 
who commonly meet with the elixir, and 

quinteſſence of this venom) and thus it 
paſſes thro all ſtates and conditions; as 
they are paſſive on the one fide,” and are 
flattered by ſome, ſo they are ative un 
the other, ahd flatter others. 41: fo 

9. Iſay all conditions, I do not ſay all 

perſons 7 ene, = wy 

generous ſoul can ſtoop ſo low; but ti 
evident to what a ſow ebb Generofity'ss 

well as Chriſtianity 2 

elves, every petty intereſt being 
thought worth theſe baſe ſubmiſſiom 

And truly it is hard to ſind by whattopick 

of perſwaſion to aſſault ſuch men Fhe nd 

meaneſs, or the ſin vill ſcarce be _ no! 
2 I ves 
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e to thoſe who have reconciled them 
{ves to both : if any thing can be per 
xntly ſaid to them, it muſt be 
e ſcore of intereſt, ot chat 
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non and eſteem, 23 
e that thus aſcends, may be look d on 
ith fear, but never with reverence. 


w I chink tis no bargain to ex- 
ang ASTD of honour for 
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he falls 45 without pity, ſo without 
medy, has no foundation on which t 
rebuild his fortune. His ſycopt 
arts hal es | toy nd d, that game is not t 
be plaid the ſecond time: i whereas a 
of ayer." reputation, tho his bark-t 
1 lit, yet he * his cargo, hi ſom 
8 left towards ſetting up again; ˖ 
he is in capacity of receiving 1 
only from his own induſtry, but 
friendſhip of others. A ſoynd piece 
Timber, if it be not thought fit for t 
uſe, yet will be laid by for 1 
an honeſt man will . 200d y at one t 
_ other be ow t good _ fo 
I 2 715 | 
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Wealth, tis very poſſible that may ſe 
times be compaſled ; and well it may 
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by. For he, that has a great Patron 
the advantage of his countenance anda 
thority, he has that of his OY 2 
— 2 and he has another (ſor ” 
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and deceivableneſs. But yet 2 the . 
acquiſitions are many times like 
mony; what is brought one night is ta 
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eb an event that is off experiment · 
d-not only in the private managery 
families, . in the moſt publick ad- 
iniftrations- And theſe are ſuch ha 
nds, chat laid altogether would much 
commend to any the moral of F- 
e's. * Wo, and make one-chuſe. t 
unt 0 uſes plain fare and ſafety 
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th ſo mach — 2 Thu chen is f 
ate of the proſperous Paraſite: 
as 1; how [many are there Who vide 
rive to this, but are Kickt>down ere 
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Hojor-demoyos ſome ſuch domeſtick pro- 
krment , 14 in this trade there are 
dventures of all ſtzes.) But upon all 
beſe conſiderations, methinks it appears 
wo very inviting one to any. At 23 
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by Wor —— _ upon cheir 
ey hate given their 
helm babe hearr; and vhs — 
been oft as unhappy as the 
was Pepbſterous. o There are in 
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and ſenſuality will they tell how uchi 
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virtue he has fore · ſtall ri 2 Picty is 
E 6H ere ; ps of 1 wp 
their lights ſome ages under grou 

as-ſoon as they took air expired. And 
ſurely there cannot be a more depl 

folly, than thus to loſe Wy ewel, on- 
ly for the pitiful pegs 283. 
tis the humor of children and Idi 

who muſt be handling their Ba a 
they fly away, and it ranks us with them 
in, point of W tho not of inno- 
cence. 
9. Fn gts the view: of theſe. Dartion- 


lar th onclude that 
hot anon fo fin, ſuch 
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as © never brought in advi . 
man. Thete WHi&vjce ſo u 
ſelf as this do's: tis glory it ſecks, * 
in ftead of gaiving that, it loſes com- 
mon ordinary eſtimation Every body 
that” ſces a bladder puft uph knows tis 
but Wind that ſc Felis it and there is 
ker A alight frothy brain 


rgument of 
the B. Indeed 
| ak es e mouth, In 


rs any man ſo con- 
temptible, us eee che world: 
jt Kreluder 


him Amoſt from all com- 
merce, makes him uncapable of receiv 
or doh a benefit No man f do hi 
2 gf turn, becuuſe he foreſers he will 
arrogite it to Fimtelf, as the etfect of 
his wetſe: and bene that are not in 
ſome  wilt&ceive one 
fr as — — pg 
ly probiaimedʒ bu Cc e 
the true worth. There rx. d be but 
one porpoſe for ich he ſerves, und that 
is to de port for lis company, and that 
be db fails ts de fbr in theſe game- 
ſore days men will not loſe ſuch an op- 
portunity of divertiſement; and there- 
fore will purpoſely give him Hints which 
may put him is: Rhodomontades. 
do not ſpeak un encourage- 
= 2 ment 
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but a * Fet this is the Uſe 
of „they loſe all-the he 
neſit o — Airn} and when t 
ſhould. be enriching their min e ith 
foreign treaſure, they- Are — 
over their own ſtore, * — 
ing to thoſe ber diſcoutſes v 
hear they —2 
ing to interrupt them by ſome f mpous 
ſtory of theinſclvey 4; or at le 
they can ſay _ — hi 

can t A 
ſterzally'obtrude their own 2555 pe — 
— When eir ter they Ned 
re to be thus fore 
— ——— 85 
muſt needs end in a Bauhrupt- tat: 3% 
true, 1-c6nfefs, che Kacy of a mans felf 
is (rightly taken) the weft uſefol 
of Learning; but then it muſt be. 
a ſtudy as rings him toknew himidf, 
8 do ſo tte as theſtrmen 
who in this are like theſe 9 — 

the Apoſtle dm - ooupe> 15 1 
are er attam.: And 
tis no wonder; . . —.— 
wrong make no enquiry i 
faults 2 but f their contem- 
Phation iy their more ſplendid 
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qualities, with Ae they » are — Fa 
be darker parts 9 themſelves, it fares 
rith them as with thoſe that come new- 
y from gazing on the Sun, they can ſee 
thing. 
12- AND no having difſeQed this. 
ſrelling vice, and ſeen what it is that 
r tumor, the cure ſuggeſts it 
af. If the lifts be-founded in pride, 
nr eee e ek 
oper remedy: one w 
— | of the 2 

ing oon derations mig proye 
— — to it. 15 becauſe where 
lumors are tis neceflary not 


ly to pu et rie Les. 
b hen 2 1 ſhall adven- 
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others,” Phil. 2. 
. A counſel which in a ed ſenſe 
ems to be too much practiſed, We are 
pt to apply it to worldly advantages, 
and in that notion not to look on our 
own things with khankfulneſs, but on 


other 
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thoſe of other“ We ſee it alt thing 
how I om 
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= beſtowed ou other men; 40d he 
they wil Het chin chemſekVes Hhe C. 
et fleece to hade ſuckt the 
dew of heaven: nay perhaps nia 
find they rather anſwer the — 4 IT 
of the miracle; and att drier than tt. 
neighbours: Let them thereto them 
ſelves in this*conrſe, ile in ch men 
all the good that is viſible in 2 * 
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the -anutaty to their bus. tor ys have 
not ſb:;juſt a e clxes, as 
to knowe$0! A grain uF 
ſcale , and place us 16 . 
ority. Let men t A 1 
n ſhun r as pru 


K. oed e 


Goes op rene 


Sy Room + I = > Yr ee Fay Tb RI ohm Oey o mm Dm < WT 10 * 


permit) all diſcourſe of chem - 
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unhappy They will not beat 
all the leſsacceprg 2 any, it being 
generally the: beſt parts 
of breeding, | — of ones! ſelf: 


ſor tho it be done ſo 2 notutò argue 
pride; Jet it dos of more wor · 
8 ae 4- „ 70 „„ 
1 ſhould here conclude this Secti- 
on; but that there is another fore of 
vaunting Talk, which is not well re- 
—— any 05 op rally dit. fo 
u matter bein 
— the dun founded in 
ſome other real or ſuppoſed worth, but 
in this in baſeneſa 4 iy. There 
2 ion of men, have te- 
all the Land uur buch their 


— ( nay even the Father bf ſpirits of: 


ha ve ſet, wat — . ge 
humanity, and call — uud good 
evil; and thoſe a mdderate 


impudence would aſh to be ſurpriſed 

in, they not only proclaim but 
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on more wickednel:than they 
ſume robave made er . the higheft 
| hs + of: and hike: the 
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achitvementu which the ve- 
rieſt fiend incatnate ;conld neuer com- 
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the objects of rief and wonder / 
are nat ofc When men de 
we may caumlude theircbrain are turn- 
ed and one: maydlas well tread Lectures 
at Bealam las treat with ſuch. Vet we 
know. that thetiu ſnarpcorrections reco- 
ver craued men on rtery anch then 
their ture lies only inctlie hand of Ci- 
vil. Juſtice : if that wald take: thent at 
their ward receive their brags as con- 


feflions;' arid pataſh them accortliingiy, it 
m 47 4 little real ſmart wonld corrict 
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mit them to celebrate even their ſouleſt 
enormities. The application of all 1 ſhalt 
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tor d him to che Ark and Sanctuary, 
yet ſuffer d the loſs of his rebellious ſon, 
who was the author of his danger, to 
overwhelm the ſenſe of his deliverance, 
and inſtend of hymns and breaks 
out into ejulations and ' wail- 
ings, 2 Sam. 18. 33. 

4. Bor God Beppe mol of our 
cannot to ſuch conſi- 
derable motives: they are not the bow- 
els of a father, the impreſſes of nature- 
that excite our repinings, but the impal- 
ſes of our luſts and inordinate appetites. 
Our diſcontents are uſually ſuch as 4 
babs for his neighbours vineyard, Ha- 
mans for Morderas's obciſance., Abi 
phel s for having His counſel rejected. E- 
very intment of our am- 
bition, and pride, fills our hearts with bit- 
terneſs; and our mouths with clamours. 
For n the numerous 
complamnts w in e COr- 
ner, it would be found that the 
greateſt part of them have ſome ſuch ori- 
ginal; and that, whether the pretended 
grie vances be publick or private. For 
the firſt, many 2 man is a ftate-male- 
content, meerly becauſe he ſees another 
advanced 2 or Well which 
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us us reaſon for ſo unkind; a IS * 
only to quicken and enhance the — 
ment of our ſufferings, but rather to con 


troul thoſe diſorders, hich the more 


tumultuous part of us, Our Are 
apt to raiſe in us: and we are lo far men 
and no farther, as we uſe at to that end 
Therefore if the dictates of teligion can» 
not reftrain our muriurs, if we are not 
Chriſtians h to ſubmit to the di- 
vine precepts of meekneſs and acquieſ- 
cence; yet let us at leaſt keep within 
thoſe, bounds . ingenuous nature 
has ſet us, and not by our unmanly im- 
$i ug] enter common with brutes and 
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and. groans; and the exclamations of 
the diſcontented differ 5 only 
by being more articulate. It is a very 
unwelcome importunity to entertain a 
mans company with remonſtrauces of his 
own infehcities and miſadventures, and 
he, that will relate all his grievances to 
others, will quickly make himſelf one 
to them. For tho he, that is full of the 
inward ſenſe of them, thinks it rather an 
eaſe than oppreſſion to ſpeak them our, 


| yet the caſe is far otherwiſe with his 
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. auditors :' they are perhaps as much ta- 
ken up with themſelves as he is, and as 
little at leifure to conſider his concerns, 
as he theirs. Alas! we are not now in 
thoſe primitive daies, when' there was as 
it were one common ſenſe among 147 
ſtians, when F one member ſuffer d, ol 
the members fuer d with it. 1 Cor. 12. 
26. That Charity, which gaye that ſym- 
pathetick motion to the whole , is now 
ek ſelf ö 4 Su bingo © 4 
narrow compaſs of our perſonal in- 
tereſt ; and therefore we cannot ei 
that men ſhould be very patient of our 
complaints who are not concern u in the 
cauſes of them; The Prieſts anſwer to 
Fudas do's ſpeak the ſenſe of moſt men 
Ny: in 
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leb now upon ue forceaf all 
theſe cunſiderat ions . . may reaſonably 
impreſi the Wiſe mans chunſel, Thergfare 
beware of murmuring;: 1 d. n. ld in 
deed itlis not the-preceptiof:the Wiſe than 
alone / but of all: who hayemade:anyguſt 
pretenc to that tile. Hor when con-. 
r excellent lectures of Content 
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of ſinging Hallelajabs in the next = to 
him, hilt we entertain him here only 
with the ſullen noiſe of mm and re- 
piningt. For we ate not to think that 
Heaven will metamorphoſe us on a ſud- 
den, and turn our exchamations and wild 
clamours into Laud s and ats. It 
dos indeed perfect and crown thoſe gra- 
ces which were here inchoate and 
but no mans converſion ever ſu 
his being there: for Chriſt has expreſoly 
told us, That exreyt-we be cod we 
hall — enter into the kingdom of beavew ; 
if we go hence in our froward” diſcon- 
any they will aſſociate us with thoſe, 
with | whom is weiping; and mailing, and 
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being 
the common birt 3 
2 s —ů— as 
ictates of his 
anothers. Now — 
two ſorts, the one a M eile in 
matters of opinion and ſpeculation, the 
other a Poſitiyeneſs in relating matters 
of fact: in the one we impoſe upon mens 


= in the other on harr 


2, Fox the firſt, heeuſt be much a 
in the world who has not met 
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to which all are bound to conform, and 
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— have any conſiderable 
within them, they will often * 
ta. rally it, and not too tamely reſign 
this native liberty. Reaſon ſabmits only 
to and be that aſſaults ĩt with bare 
authority (that — i 


his — — the Sun. 
3. T8 true indeed theſe great Di- 
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out conteſt: but of this there may be di- 
vers reaſons beſides the weight of their 
Some unſpeculative men may 
not have the akill to examine their aſſer · 
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think it worth their pains; a third ſort 
may be modeſt —— by a ſevere 


brow 


od. De MS. MAS .  _Dec 4a 5 3 EZ 


with« 


— 


” oe — 
— 
- fy a —_ 


— 
* . — — — 
—— — = 
—_— . C 


. 
N I 
* 
1 
'= 
j 
yo 
i; , 
1 
Wy 1 
4 1 
111 
N i 
Þh 
1 
1 


thinks himſe 
on theſe or other like. gro 


Maſters may often make very falſe eſti- 
mates of their conqueſts, and facrafice'zo 
their own nets;Hiabak. 111 6. when theychave 
taken nothing. ne vn o 
er 
Pro 18 10 far | 
9 — wa 76 — 
gainſt them. They are tlie gentle inſi- 
8 
mo of all liquors;) 
theſe a e documents men think 
themſelves attack d, and ſtand upon their 
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nour het with their opinion it 
they ſuffer; themſelves to be hector d 
out of it. Befides , this impoſing hu- 
mour is ſo unamiable that it gives an 
averſion to the perſoni and we chBM²1̈ũ 
ho forcible judices are (tha 
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perſonal . 
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another. "Poo God dive condidinieonts 
ſo far from a certain mark of truth, chat 
tis often the ſeducer into falſhood none 
being ſo apt to loſe their wayyas thoſe 
who, out of an preſumption 


others. 2) Nene n ens eee eee $3::; 
7. U Tall this be wei ighed, and che 
rfule will be that this is 
a thing chat can beſit nd — — 
ſtanding. It renders wiſe men dif 
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542 — meh end br 
demn'd' to be alwaicslfo, by aching 
thoſe aids which ſhould improve them. 
Since therefore it is ſo ill calculated for 
evety Meridian, would God al climes 
might be from it. cb 
Qions againſt 8 . 
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reckon Pride to be the moſt certain and 
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common portion of mankind, how g 

it to be thy iacheſure? or what, Hua 
excellency, thine he para- 
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5 to „he thinks 
hiniſeif the abſolute monareh of all 
knowiedge. And this is of all others 
the meſt unhappy for 1g- 
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| people, J — — 
to excite their Pride, —.— ſo much as 

to cure their ignorance. E 
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looſe. rumours knix into formal orieyand 
— yp to certainties ; but tis 
ſtranger to that men can be o ſuch 
profligate. im . tg knowingly to 
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we trace it rom its original, its firſt 
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ic himſelf, ha do a che more ĩnnochntiy 
impoſe it on others: yet. then, to ſecure 


e of Levity 
to lend ſome probable circumſtance. 
if he be of a proud humour, and have that 
miſerable Vanity of loving to ſpeak big, 
and to be thought a man of greater cor- 
reſpondence and i intelligence-. than his 
kann he will not hate an ace of 
abſolute certainty ; but however douht- 
fub or improbable the thing is, coming 
from him it muſt go for an — 
truth. This) ſeems to be the deſcent of 
this unhappy folly, which yet is often 
nurft up by a. mean or imprudent Edu- 
ation. A man that hath converſt only 
+ I Vith chat lower ſort of company; who 
durſt not diſpute his yeracity, thinks the 
which went currant among his fathers 
Servants or Tenants: and therefore we 
may obſerve that this is moſt aſual in 
young men, who haye come raw. into 
company with good fortunes and ill 
breeding. But it ĩs too true alſo that too 
— loſe woken, 7 bat — — 
mo y penn in their Age, as ö 
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88 unle — ſod to diſet 
tangle themſelves firſt from the love of 
 Kurroty,, cant after - from the 

of Batterers': for (as Thaye'before"gb- 
fy'd) no vice will ever wither" un- 
der their ſhade. 1 think 1 ſhall do che 
Reader no ill office to let ina little hght 
upon them, and ſhew him ſome of thoſe 
— miſchiefs that attend this Uuniyor- 
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as if we had moder d our Divinity by the 
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umph over ef the folly of iti The truth i 
there caf be; 'i6thing” more wretchiedly 
mean. To be Kjtizht of the PAH to every 
— relation is ſuch à ſortlid . 
that there can carce be any name of 
ach too vile ſor it, Aud certainly 
mat cab pawn his faith dpen ſuch mi- 
8 1 85 bye Man 8 
2 nichl upon à for- 
Spar df 5 vil 
d t no man will think 
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more agreeable ornament of diſcourſe, 
And if they will try it in both the fore- 
going inſtances, they will undoubtedly 

the effects of i it: a modeſt propoſal 
will ſooneſt captivate mens | 
a modeſt relation their belief. — 2 
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Kenz 4 Another . 
a t men- 
ü I knew not in which of the for- 
mer Claſſes to place it: not that it comes 
under none, 2 tis ſo common to 
OT 2 5 1 
pe y to it, I mean Obſcene 
Intmodeſt Talk, which — 


purity of God, dammageable and infe- 
neigh- 


ious to the innocence of our 
boars, and moſt pernicious to our ſelyes: 


mow ” that cvs 2 * 
en into an 
that the Brutes <a re 2 — 
and in fiction , ut keally ſpeak. For 
the talk of many is ſo beſtial, - chat it 
ſeems to be but the conceptions of the 
more libidinous Animals cloathed in hu- 
man language. 
2. Av p yet even this muſt paſs for 
ingenuity , and this vile deſcent below 
humanity, 


p 


and yet is now grown a thing ſo com- 
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| pe every trivial ſecu in our 
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ctures, when by the circulation of time 
and vanity they arg brought about, we | | 
think * — Tis the ſame in 
our 
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| are 15 Sw 3 gaudi themes of di- 
courſe in aſs, that many are driven to 
oil want of betten Learning) is 
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chearfulneſs. of ſociety; all which are, 
if moderately uſed, within the latitade 
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tune it to a quite contrary 
1 inſtrument, and. incen- 
tive ti virtue, E 
ly ſecure the negative 
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gong thoſe ul for ache was 


3 be! 5 vaſt an Underta- 
e to the particular ſu 
ar 


indeod i 
— 3 
n reduced to 
any certain accbunt... 1 


ht directed. Which is not 
3 
not t Divinity, or the 
— humane lie may lawfully 
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conſequence to the honour of 
— us thoſe innocent 
the ſubordinate uſes come to en-. 
== upon the higher, if we dwell here 
and hank no farther, they then become 
very ſinful by the excels, which were not 
N e pap, 3 ſets 
them in oppoſition to Gods deſignation, 
in which Ons were allowed only:a ſecon- 
dary place: We ſhould — be care- 


full to improve all opportunities of let- 


ting our tongues pay their more imme- 

— to God, in the duties of 
Prayers an praiſes, making them not 
only the interpreters of our pious | affe- 
ctions, but the promoters of the like in 
others. And indeed he can ſcarce be 
thought in earneſt, ho prays, Hallamed 
be thy Name; and do's not as much en- 
deavout it with men, as: he ſollicites it 
from God 


the 
: for 
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in this point, we ſhall in it diſcha 
higheſt part of our duty to man a 
in whole heart ſoever we can im 


true reverential awe of God, we ſow the 

| — of immortality, of an cadleſ — 
ing ,. the greateſt the moſt ſuperlative 
good W es in the 


interim 
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interim Te do ag to manumlit and 


releaſe him from thſe ſervile drudgeries 
to vice, under which thoſe remain who 
live without God in the world: _ 
indeed are benefits worthy the digüit 
human nature to cane And 10 1 
both fad and ſtrange to ſee among the 
multitude and variety of L that 
are conttacted in the worſd ; how few 
there ate 'of 'theſe'plotis* 1binations ; 
how thoſe; who ſhew themſelves con- 
cern'd in all the petty ferular Intereſts of 
their friends, never take this at all into 
their care ; antlevidence ow little 
true friendſhipth is Among men. 
. kitow ſome thigh they ſüffielent- 
ly excuſt themſelves when they ſhift off 
this ' office/ to Divines; whole” peculiar 
—— they ſay it 18. Hut this? is 48 
ne; who ſees a "poor fainting" wretth'; 
ſhoald' forbear to adifiinifter à Woftdlial 
he has at hand, för fear of intrenching 
on the —.— fuculty. Many 772 
rtunities a friend or companion may 
which a Divine by whe! He of- 
ten ſees a inan in the very fit d ſo 
may more aptly apply; for where there 
is an intimacy of convetde; men lay'them- 
_—— open diſecvit thoſe paſſions, t hoſe 
Dd 2 vices, 
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vices, which they carefully veil when 4 


ſtrange or ſeyerer eye 
lides,%as ſuch a one may enſylier 1 
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t off medicines. from the 
Bogen hand, which, they will from a 
nurſe qr mother: and we. ars;, uſually 
roochildiſh in what, relates to our ſouls ; 
look on K counſel from an Egclaſis- 
ſtick, as a Divinity ation, and ſec our 
N hut 3 
inſenſibly infinuatg it into us àpd e 
we are aware beguile us into health. Yer 
if Lay perſons will needs give — 5 
nn of this office, they ſhould 
at leaſt withdraw, thoſe impediments they 
have laid ig their way; by depoſiting 
thoſe prejudiceswhich will certainly fru- 
ſtrate their endeaypyr,, Men have in theſe 
latter oy been o to look on Preach· 
of po of ſorm to the Hearert, and 
= on 


y tog the — g rat 

as Demetrius ſays; they gth abe 
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2 in this laſt reſpecti yet it dos not in- 
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be a trade, twas fare thought (as in all 
ages but this) a very uſeful one, or — 
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theirs? We are in nothing 
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tions, dares not᷑ rely upon it, but is fil 
employing his emiſſaries to oonHm and 


ecke them: and if, white be has fe M- 


ny Agents among us, God ſna ll have none, 
me are like to give budan ill — es 
our zeal either to God ot vur-Neighbbar; 
. thoſe Tongues which were g. en us 
orify the one, and benefit the ohe 
eed without this, our gteateſt oli. 
— in the ſecular concerns of athets 
uno kindne: When welſtrive to lad 
vaace'the füme, to encreaſe tie fortune 
ofa wicked man, what do we in ity but 
anable him to do the mute miſchiefs, ng He 
his wealth to foment — 4p 

by his reputa tin commiend them ti the 


— — He unly makes 'Hris 
teaches! 


trulyridhi and grenty c 


— — advantages 
and would mem turn cheir tongues . 


ſort of Oratory, they would indeed ſhew! 
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a them wl 1 ods a ed 16 
d. Borns alþgood receives enhinces 
mot fromats' being mote. diffuſive , ſꝰ 
theſe at ts ſhould not ibo confined to 
ſome one or two intimates or relatives; 
but be as extenſive as the common needs; 
or at 3 opportunixies. Tis a ge- 
nerous 
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nerous ambition to benefit many, to ob- 
lige communities; which can no way ſo 
well be done, — ewe. way ſub- 
vert vicious cuſtoms, which are the 

had many ceremonies of luſtrations for 
their citys and countries, but he, that 
could purifie, and reſine their manners, 
would indeed attain to the ſubſtance of 
thoſe ſhadows, And becauſe the Apoſtle 


tells us, that evil words corrupt good manners, 
1 Cor. 5. 33. twould be a fundamental 
piece of reformation, to introduce a bet- 


ter ſort of converſe into the world: which 
is an inſtance ſo agreeable to my preſent 
ſubject, chat I cannot Cloſe more perti- 
nently, than ta commend the andeavout 
to the Reader, who, if he hath been by 
this Tract at all convinced of the ſin and 
miſchief of thoſe ſchemes of diſcpurſe des 
ciphered in it, cannot be more juſt to his 
convictions, than by attempting to. ſup- 
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plant them. gle f \ g 17 2119 7 4 2 
7. Ir were indeed a deſign worthy 
of a noble ſoul; to try to new model the 


Age in this particular, to make it poſſible 


for men to be at once converſable and 
innocent. 1 know twill. be objected, tis 
too vaſt a project for one or many ſingle 

perſons 
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perſons to undertake 2 ufe 
to animare pirits, eſprxialſy 
when(as ——— attempt is laudabie. 
Bur as Chriſt ſays of Wiidom, ſo may we 
of ige, The children of this yyorld 
light, The — 
„ * ers or 
— — of themſelves: 
for tis viſible to any that will reflect, that 
tis within mans memory ſince much of 
this monſtrous exorbitancy of diſcourſe 
grew in faſhion, particulatly the Atheiſti- 
cal and Rlaſſ The firſt propug- 
ners of it were bat few, and durſt then 
but whiſper their black rudimeutꝭ: yet 
the world nom fees what-an harveſt they 
have from their deviliſn mdoſtry, .{ 
8. Anv ſhall we give over out Clime 
as forlorn and deſperate, and conchide 
that nothing which is not venomous will 
thrive in our ſoil? Would ſome of parts 
and authority bat make the experiment, l 
cannot think that all places are yet fo vi- 
tated, but that they may meet with ma- 
ny, who would reliſh ſober and ingenu- 
ous diſcourſe, and her mages fox. be 
animated to prop̃agate it to others: but 
traction ſet up for Wit, and carry it with - 
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bable for him to loſe, but impoſſible, I 
him to win Therefore in that cate; the 
advice of Solomem is very proper, PT 
abe pneſente of a fooliſui man, 
perceiuaſt noe in hum the ih. 45 — 
Prove 14. 7. 1 t en 16443 37555 Of 
_” Burr he, chat will undertake ſo He- 
xoick-an-enterprize, muſt.quality. himſelf 
for it, by being true to his own preten- 
ſions. He muſt leave no une ven thread in 
his loom, nor by indulgi 64 to any one 
ſort of repnovable diſcoutſe himſelf. de- 
feat albthit — wg the reſt. 
Thoſe aary : ſpeculators}, chat baverwrit 
of the Philoſophers Stone, have requi- 
red many perſonel.qualifications, ſtrict 
abſtinencesi and purities in thoſe, — 
male the experiment. The, 
have this ſober application, thas 15005 
who would turn . 10 55 Gold, 
that would convert our ruſty droſſy Con- 
verſe into a purer ſtrain, muſt be per- 
fectly clean themſelves. For alas I. what 
effect can that man hope from his moſt 
zealous reprehenſions, who lays himſelf 
open torrecrimination.?.. He that DEA 
man- bitterly inveigh againſt blaſph. 
and profaneneſs, and yet in that 
a lame breath ) * his monitor nr 
veig 


him 


devoting it ſelf an inſtrument of his fer- 
vice; to his neigh 
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veight as bitterly gal ainſt his Neiphbour,, 


Tonigue,' 
his own. Let every man therefore be ſure 
to begin at the ri of ris work, to 

waſh his own clean, before ys Mag 


ſcribe Gargariſims to others: And to that 


purpoſe Jer him impartially reflect on all 
the undue liberties he has given his 


tongue, whether thoſe which have been 


here remarked or thoſe others which he 


may find in all practical books; 
ally in (the moſt practical of all books ) 


his own Conſcience And when he has 


trac d his talk thro all its wild rambles, let 
bring home his ſtray; not like the loft 
ſheep with joy,; bot with tears of peni- 
tence” and contrition, and keep a ſtrict 
watch over it that it break not looſe again; 
nay farther require it to make ſome reſti- 
tution for the treſpaſs it has committed 
in its former excurſions; to reſtore to 
God what it has rob d of his honour, by 


bour what it has de- 

tracted from him, by wiping off that ſul - 

lyage it has caſt upon his fame; and to 

himſelf by defacing thoſe ill characters 
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ſcarce think ky a good guide of his 
that has but half the maſtery of 
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bim. Thupmaythe: cute ita own 
ſting, and by a kind of {ympathetich vir- 
tue the wound may be healed by dreſſing 
the weapon. But alas l when we haye done 


ſeoret practices 
— — both them 
and our tungues to his cuſtody. Let us ſay. 
with: Soba ry.me, 0 Lord, aud ſeek * 
ebe = 7 9 139. 23. And 
ain, Set # 


ben 3. And if bond flu join:ig 


Prov. 16. f. if Gods grace he hum 
bly mvoked, and our own endeavour ho- 
neſtly employ d, even this waruly evil of 
the Tongue (as St. Jones calls it) Chaps 
32 f. may be in ſome dęgree tamed. If 
now ani! then it get a little out by ſtealth, 


yet it will not like the Demniaed, he ſo 


raving, as quite to break all its chains. 
if we cannit always ſeonre our ſelvet 
from inadyartence and ſptines 9 
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all, the —— is ſo ſlippety chat it will 
often — — —— ane: | 


watch, 0 Lond, be: 
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which we find, \M@, 7, 1, for the e 
very diſſering. Tis indeed as ridicalens 
a inſolent an attempt, for one that Haga 
2 beam in his own eye to pretend to caſt 
a mots out. of his brothers: bat it holde 25 


cern, ot incompeteut to 
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